
As with the card sort covering the period 1780 to 1858, the 
period from 1858 to the present covers a huge amount of 
change in public health in many areas. The following factors 
effecting changes in public health between 1858 and today could 
be arranged as labels on a surface or as headings on A3 or larger 
paper. 
• Housing 
• Sewage 
• Water supply 
• Treatment of disease 
• Medical knowledge of doctors 
• Rubbish collection  
• Medical Treatment of ordinary people 
• Food and Diet 
• Air Quality 

Groups could be given copies of Slides Four to Sixty Three to 
read in turn and then arrange under particular headings (there 
will be occasions when a card might describe something that is 
relevant to more than one heading which can feed in to later 
discussion). 
The period could be broken up in to shorter periods such as 1858 
to 1914, 1914 to 1945 etc and groups could be asked to arrange 
relevant cards under headings just within those dates. 
Alternatively groups could be given the following summaries of 
change in different aspects of public health across the period on 
slips of paper. They could then be asked to arrange cards under 
different statements according to whether they are relevant to 
proving that statement true as a generalisation.  

• Councils pulled down old houses and built new houses and 
flats for people. 

• In the 1850s new sewers took sewage to the sea. Over time 
rivers got cleaner. 



• Over time, water companies got clean water to everyone, 
rich or poor. 

• In 1864, Louis Pasteur, a French scientist discovered that 
germs cause diseases which gradually improved how 
diseases were treated. 

• Medicines got better, doctors knew more, the National 
Health Service gave people vaccines to stop illnesses and 
advice about staying well. 

• Local councils collected rubbish. 
• In 1956 the Clean Air Act (a law) stopped homes and 

factories burning smoky coal. After this air got cleaner-no 
more fog. 

• People ate healthier food. 
All the activities above can contribute to whole class discussion 
which in turn can feed in to completion of the class living graph 
for 1858 to the present.  
 


