
 
Thursday 21st May 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Thank you for your patience over the last week while we have been continuing to put together a 
plan for the possible phased reopening of our school. We are very much looking forward to seeing 
some of the children again. However the safety of the whole school community has to be our 
priority and robust risk assessment and safety measures need to be implemented before we are 
able to accommodate more children.  
 
It is important to note that opening to further pupils has not yet been confirmed as we have not 
been informed whether the Government’s conditions have been met. You may have seen that 
there have been a lot of mixed messages in the media and a stream of updates from the 
Government since Boris Johnson made his announcement on Sunday 10th May. The final 
decision on schools reopening to a wider number of pupils will not be made until Thursday 28th 
May (during half term) and this has made it very difficult for schools to share information with 
staff and parents.  
 
I am therefore writing today to share with you the arrangements that we will be implementing to 
ensure the safety of all staff, pupils and parents if and when school does reopen.  These 
arrangements are being put into place following a full risk assessment process and are in line with 
guidance from the Department for Education. We are taking into account the current staffing 
capacity and limitations due to the size and layout of the school.  
 
We have tried to include all of the information you will need in this letter to help you to make an 
informed decision about sending your child back to school. Please do read the letter in full 
(including the social distancing information at the end). We will also be providing a Back to 
School Book for you to read with your child at home. This will be available on their class page on 
Friday 29th May if the Government’s five conditions are met.  
 
Which children are invited to return to school? 
 
The Government have asked schools to plan for the return of nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 pupils. If your child is in one of these year groups then their teacher will have called you 
last week to see whether you would choose for your child to return to school if we were open to 
their year group. This supported us to plan for the number of children we could have on site. If 
you did not speak to your child’s teacher and you would like your child to return if we are open for 
their year group, please email the office.  
 
Parents who have indicated that they would like a place for their child will be emailed a form to 
complete. This form must be returned to the school office via email by Monday 1st June. You will 
then receive confirmation of the child’s place and the days/ times children will be invited back to 
school (if applicable).  
 
Parents who have not confirmed a place at school must not send their children in until they have 
received written confirmation that a place has been made available for them. We will be regularly 
reviewing staff capacity and if we do not have enough staff then we will have to limit the number 
of pupils on site.  
 
I would like to remind you that this is not compulsory. If you have decided to keep your child at 
home then we will continue to support learning with Home Learning activities and children’s class 
teachers will call to ‘check in’ on a fortnightly basis. 
 



The following groups of children in nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 should not return to 
school if we are open: 
 

 Those that are clinically vulnerable. Including those who have underlying health 
conditions such as asthma, kidney disease, heart disease, liver disease, a weakened 
immune system or chronic neurological conditions. You must read the full list on gov.uk 
to ensure that your child does not have needs that would mean they should continue to 
stay at home (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-
distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing)  

 Children who are extremely clinically vulnerable. These children may have received a 
shielding letter. Please read the full list of medical conditions on the gov.uk website to 
find out whether your child is extremely clinically vulnerable 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-
extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-
extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19)  

 Children who live with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable (this is because 
children will be unable to socially distance from this person in their home).  

 Children who will not be able to follow the measures that the school have put in place to 
safeguard the risk to themselves and others. Where children are not able to follow the 
guidelines the school has put in place, the school will need to carry out a risk assessment 
and then make a decision as to whether it is safe for a child to return to school. This is 
necessary to protect every child and staff member from the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19. When you have fully read the social distancing measures in this letter you 
should consider whether your child will be able to follow these measures in school.  

 Families who have to use public transport to come to school are encouraged to stay at 
home in order to limit the social contact they are having. We strongly encourage all 
families to walk, cycle or drive (where there is not another option).  
 

At this time, the Government have instructed schools not to take children in other year groups 
unless their parents are key workers or fall into the category of vulnerable children (please see 
Government list in a previous letter). 
 
Key Worker Children: 
 
Key worker children will continue to attend for the days that parents need childcare.  
 
Key worker children will remain in their own groups. They will not be able to return to the groups 
that their usual classes are in as this increases the risk of transmission between groups. I know 
that this will be upsetting for some children whose friends will be returning but safety has to be 
the first priority at this time.  
 
Key worker parents will also need to complete the information form that the school will email. 
 
If you are a key worker and you want your child to attend school, please email the office a 
request for a place and a copy of a letter from your employer. You need to include the days that 
you need childcare. The office will then confirm the place and a start date. You will need to wait 
for confirmation before your child can return.  
 
Phased return: 
 
If schools do reopen, the Governors and staff at our school have decided that the safest way to 
implement this is to bring groups back slowly and to regularly review the safety measures we 
have put in place. We will not be able to do this from the week beginning 1st June as we will not 
have met all the measures identified on the risk assessment.  
 
If schools are asked to reopen and all the necessary measures are in place then we hope to be 
able to invite children back from the following dates: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing
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Week beginning Monday 8th June – Year 6 
Week beginning Monday 15th June – Year 1 
 
Following a review of risk assessments and the staffing capacity we will provide you with 
information regarding Reception and Nursery pupils during the week beginning Monday 15th 
June.  
 
Part time places: 
 
The Government have issued guidance for schools to have no more than 15 pupils in a group 
however the Local Authority has recommend that children in nursery should be in groups of no 
greater than 8 and those in Reception should be in groups of no greater than 10. For this reason 
children will return on a part time basis.  
 
Children will attend school on either Monday and Tuesday or Thursday and Friday. The school 
have grouped the children and we will not be able to offer alternative days due to group sizes 
and staff availability (unless you are a key worker as these children will be in a different group).  
 
Transition from Year 6 to Year 7 

 

We recognise that this is a really important time for our Year 6 pupils as they are preparing for 

secondary school in September.  This is why we are prioritising our Year 6 pupils over the other 

year groups. Whilst we will not be conducting any on-site visits to secondary schools we will still 

be doing everything that we can to support these pupils to be ready.  This includes: 

- Liaising closely with our secondary schools to make sure they know all of the important 

information about your child. 

- Providing bespoke lessons and guidance for year 6 pupils about transferring to secondary 

school.  

We will answer any questions that they have and support them with any anxieties so that they can 

make the best possible start.  

 

Support for pupils and families 

 

We do not underestimate how difficult the recent weeks have been for us all and we all will have 

been touched in some way by the coronavirus pandemic. We recognise the need to focus on 

pupils’ emotional wellbeing as well as their return to learning. There will be a significant focus on 

well-being and social development as children return to school.  

 

Parents may wish to seek support for themselves from the following support agencies: 

 Samaritans – call free 24 hours a day on 116 123  

 National Domestic Abuse Helpline – call for free and confidential advice, 24 hours a day 

on 0808 2000 247 

 Shelter provide free confidential information, support and legal advice on all housing and 

homelessness issues if you call 0330 0536 083 (please note, this is not a free phone 

number and your call will be charged). A free webchat is available at 

https://england.shelter.org.uk/get_help/webchat 

 

The following pages include information on what social distancing/ limiting social contact will look 
like in this school. You will need to read this information and then read the Back to School Book 
with your child before children return (this can be found on the Class Learning Page on the 
website).  
 

https://england.shelter.org.uk/get_help/webchat


If you have any questions, please email the office office@stjohnevangelist.islington.sch.uk and 
we will endeavour to get back to you quickly.  
 
Best wishes,  
 

                                             
Stephanie Day     Patricia Meerstadt 
Headteacher         Chair of Governors 
 
  

mailto:office@stjohnevangelist.islington.sch.uk


Whole school social distancing/ limiting social contact measures 
 
Please read the ‘Back to School Book’ on your child’s class page with them if you are 
considering sending your child back to school. It is so important that children know what to 
expect to alleviate their anxiety (and parental anxiety too!)  
 
Children have been away from school for a long time and we want them to be prepared for the 
changes they will face when they return.  
 
As per the advice from the Government, the following actions for infection control remain in place: 

 Displaying coronavirus infection control measures information posters around the school 

 Encouraging good hygiene by promoting the importance of handwashing for at least 20 
seconds with warm water and soap in the following circumstances: 

- Before leaving home 
- On arrival at school 
- After using the toilet 
- After breaks and physical activities 
- Before food preparation 
- Before eating any food, including snacks 
- Before leaving school 
- At regular intervals throughout the day 

 Installing alcohol-based hand sanitiser dispensers that contain at least 60 percent alcohol 
throughout the school  

 Ensuring pupils and staff understand that they must cover their cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue away 

 Ensuring frequently touched objects and surfaces are cleaned and disinfected more 
regularly than usual 

 Calling NHS 111 if someone becomes unwell and isolating any unwell people in a separate 
room 

 When children return home from school, they should change out of their uniform (this needs 
to be machine washed) and a clean uniform needs to be worn the following day.  

 Telling staff to stay at home for seven days if they develop symptoms of coronavirus or 
until a test result is negative for coronavirus 

 
Social Distancing / Limiting Social Contact in school 

 
The strategies we are putting into place to support social distancing are: 
 

 Staggered start and finish times. Your child will have a group number e.g. Group 1. Each 
group will have a specified time slot to be dropped off/ collected. If children are late they 
will need to wait outside with their adult until there is a safe time to come into school. If 
children are collected late, parents will be contacted by the Headteacher to discuss.   

 Staggered start and finish times will mean that the school day will not be as long for 
some groups of children.  

 At drop off/ collection time, adults and children must observe social distancing by lining 
up on the floor markings outside the school. There will also be signs on the fence to 
remind all adults that this is the expectation. This will be a one way queue system which 
will be displayed on the fence at the drop off point.  

 Children are not allowed to be collected or dropped off by an adult who does not 
live in their family home. Families who return to school must adhere to Government 
social distancing measures and we would expect them to not be dropped off or collected 
by an adult who does not live in the family home in line with current Government 
guidance.  

 There will be two entrance/ exit gates for the start and end of school. A gate will be 
allocated according to the group your child is in.  



 The group teacher and TA will come to the gate to collect the children. The children must 
come in one at a time and the adult must wait at the gate. Parents and Guardians will not 
be allowed on the school premises. All communication will need to take place via phone 
call or email.  

 If children come to school using a bicycle or scooter then the parent/ guardian will need 
to clean the handles with an antibacterial wipe before it can be brought into school.  

 Children will need to bring a water bottle each day and take this home with them to be 
thoroughly cleaned (children will not be able to use plastic cups or the water fountains to 
have a drink of water in school).  

 Each child will use antibacterial gel to clean their hands (we will provide) and have their 
temperature checked (using a digital non-touch thermometer) and then will stand on a 
coloured spot in the playground and wait for the rest of their class to join them.  

 The accompanying adult should leave after the child’s temperature has been checked.  

 Children will stay in their group all day. They will not mix with children from other groups 
at break or lunchtime.  

 Children will have an allocated outside area for break time and outdoor learning. They 
will not mix with other groups outside.  

 Children will wash their hands regularly throughout the day. We encourage you to ensure 
that children returning to school are able to independently wash their hands for 20 
seconds. Parents/ guardians will need to practice this with children at home before they 
return to school. This is very important as the younger children will not be able to socially 
distance from each other or the adults in the room so having thoroughly cleaned hands 
will reduce the risk of transmission.  

 Children will eat in their classroom/ outside area. Caterlink (the school catering company) 
will be providing ‘Lunch in a Bag’ for all children which will be brought to the classroom so 
children do not need to move around the school. You can still send a packed lunch with 
your child if you choose and need to inform the office by completing the form which will 
be emailed to you.  

 Fabrics, soft toys and shared resources will be removed from classrooms. 

 There will be no whole school events or school trips for the foreseeable future.  
 
EYFS (nursery and Reception): 
 
In EYFS children will not be observing the 2 metre social distancing rule. Children of this age are 
not able to maintain this. In order to reduce the risk of transmission, we will be limiting the 
children’s social interactions with children outside their group. Please read the Back to School 
Book for more information.  
 
Below is a list of the strategies we will be using in the Early Years classrooms as children will not 
be observing the 2 metre rule: 

 There will be no use of water, sand or play-doh.  

 Children will have a resource pack with their own stationary and book so that shared 
resources will be reduced.  

 Children will be kept in small groups (no more than 8 in nursery and no more than 10 in 
Reception) in a designated area throughout the day.  

 
It is important to note that some shared resources will still be used e.g. building blocks, train 
tracks, small world etc. Children in the Early Years learn through play and are not able to sit at a 
table for hours to work. However, the resources in the classroom will be limited in order to ensure 
that they can be cleaned more regularly.   
 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: 
 
In Key Stage 1 and 2, children will be expected to maintain a 2 metre distance from their friends 
and the adults as much as possible. We appreciate this will be challenging and not always 
achievable for Year 1 pupils. Please ensure you have discussed with your child what this means. 



You may need to practise this when you are out of the house so that children have an idea of 
what to expect and what they are being asked to do.  
 
Other strategies being used are: 

 Children will have a set seat in their classroom. Other children will not be allowed to sit in 
this seat.  The seat will be 2 metres from other children.  

 Children will not be able to leave their seat without an adult’s permission.  

 Each child will complete their work in one exercise book which is kept in school. This 
book will stay in their folder. Books do not get handed out or collected. 

 Each child will have their own stationary items that are not to be shared and will stay in 
their folder.  

 Feedback on work from teachers will be given using a post it note. Children will leave 
their books open when they go to break so teachers can leave a comment when they are 
not in the room. 

 Each group in KS1 and KS2 has a ‘playground bag’ with equipment which is not to be 
shared with other groups. 

 Children are not allowed to play contact sports including football.  

 Children and staff must not pass each other in the hallway/on the stairs but must wait 
until the space is clear. There will be signs to remind children of this. It will be a traffic 
light system and we will teach the children how to adhere to it.  

 If any resources are shared e.g. paint brushes then they will be wiped with an 
antibacterial wipe or washed before and after use and children and staff will wash their 
hands before and after using. 

 Initially, there will be two groups using the upstairs classrooms. We will use the main 
stairs for one class and the fire exit stairs for the other class. This is so the two groups do 
not mix.  

 There will be 2 metre markings in some playground areas to support with lining up or 
queuing for the toilet.  

 
If staff or children become unwell 

 
In line with the current NHS and government advice, you should keep your child at home if they 
develop coronavirus symptoms for a period of seven days, unless they test negative for 
coronavirus.   
 
Symptoms include: 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough  

 a loss of taste or smell  

 a noticeable change in the ability to taste or smell 
 

Where symptoms continue after seven days, or begin to worsen, you should call 111. If someone 
in your child’s household has symptoms, your child must self-isolate for 14 days from the day the 
other person’s symptoms started. This is because it can take 14 days for symptoms to appear. 
More information regarding symptoms and actions can be found on the NHS website 
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/). 
 
All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a 
test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 
To access testing, parents will be able to use the 111 online Coronavirus service if their child is 5 
or over. Parents will be able to call 111 if their child is aged under 5. Where the child, young 
person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting and the fellow household 
members can end their self-isolation. 
 
Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group within 
their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the 
child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms. 
If you think your child may have been exposed to or has Coronavirus, or if your child receives a 
positive test result for Coronavirus, please contact the school on 020 7226 1314 at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 


