
 
Thursday 9th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents/ Guardians,  

 

I hope that you are all keeping well and safe. I have some information regarding the return of all 

children to school in September and some general information to share regarding the remainder of 

this term.  

 

School reopens for pupils in Years 1-6 on Thursday 3rd September 2020 

 

I am sure you are aware of the Government’s announcement last week that all children will be 

expected to return to full time education in September. I was very pleased to hear this news and the 

staff are looking forward to welcoming all of the children back.  

 

Children in Year 1 – Year 6 will return on Thursday 3rd September. Reception class children will be 

returning on Monday 7th September and we will send updated information regarding Nursery start 

dates before the end of term.  

 

When all children return, we have many measures already in place to prevent the spread of COVID-

19 in line with the Government Guidance and from our experience of children and staff being in 

school during the summer term, including:  

 Children remaining in class or year group bubbles and limiting contact between groups as 

much as possible  

 Staggered lunch and break times  

 Staggered drop off and collection  

 Washing and/or cleaning hands regularly throughout the day 

 Promoting good respiratory hygiene through promotion of the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’  

 Enhanced cleaning arrangements  

 School risk assessment reviewed weekly  

 

Next week we will publish the school’s plan and risk assessment on the school website for parents 

and guardians to access. There are some challenges to address before we do this and we will be 

consulting with parents on this in the coming days.  

 

Attendance 

The Government’s announcement stated that school attendance will be compulsory for all children. I 

know most of you are looking forward to your child returning to school and the recent parent survey 

showed that 88% of parents feel confident sending their child to school in September. However we 

are aware that some parents do have concerns. We sent an email to all parents from CAMHs to 

support parents to help their children with anxiety about returning to school.  

 

Curriculum 

We are preparing a range of supportive measures for our children in terms of their academic and 

emotional support. The teachers are working collaboratively on a ‘Recovery Curriculum’ for each 

class which is focused on transition, PSHE, emotional regulation and key skills ‘catch up’ to support 

the children with their return.  

 



Contingency Planning  

Other contingency plans are being developed which will take into account how things will work if we 

have to take measures because of the potential spread of COVID-19. For example, if there was a 

‘Local Lockdown’ we may need to close the school to all children except children whose parents are 

critical workers and children who are vulnerable and would be safer at school than at home. We will 

have a plan in place in the event of this happening and we will be using Google Classroom and 

Seesaw (digital learning platforms) for Home Learning provision in September if we do need to 

‘close’ in this way. We will also be using these digital learning platforms for homework.   

I will be continuing to check and read any updated guidance during the summer and if anything 

significant changes I will write to you in the last week of August.  

 

Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club from September  

Following risk assessment, the school have decided to not open the Breakfast and After School 

Club for the first four weeks of the autumn term. The reason for this is that these clubs are held in 

the school hall and children from across the school attend in the same space. We would not be able 

to keep the children from different classes separate at all which would mean that in the event of a 

positive case, children who had close contact with a child in breakfast or after school club would 

also need to isolate for 14 days. This will then be reviewed in line with the school risk assessment 

and information about infection rates nationally and in the local area and we will inform you of our 

plans for after this time. 

 

Remainder of the Summer Term 
 

Drop off and Pick Up Reminders  

Since the school reopened to more children on June 8th, both pupils and parents have adapted very 

well to the new organisational structures at pick up and drop off. We pride ourselves on being a 

warm and welcoming school so it has been very challenging to not stop for the normal good 

morning and afternoon chats that we usually enjoy. While we will always greet you and your 

children warmly, please remember that we are trying to facilitate a quick entrance and exit both at 

the start and end of the day so cannot stop for longer conversations. Please also try to maintain 

appropriate social distance between yourselves; it is particularly challenging to ask this of children if 

they don’t see us modelling the same discipline. Please bear this in mind at both drop off and 

collection times. Can I also ask that when dropping off children in the morning that you do so at the 

time of your child’s allotted drop off time.  

 

Picnics  

Teachers are very much looking forward to seeing the children on Monday 20th July for the class 

picnics. There has been an excellent response to this and it should be a great day. Children can 

wear their own clothes and will need to bring with them a picnic / packed lunch, a drink and a towel 

or picnic blanket to sit on. At the end of the picnic session, children will take home their books from 

this year (if they haven’t already). Children will need to arrive promptly at the start time for their 

current class, the timetable is below: 

 

Venus 11am – 12pm Drop off at and collection from the KS1 gate (infant playground) 

Earth 11:30 – 12:30pm Drop off at and collection from the KS1 gate (infant playground) 

Mars 11am – 12pm Drop off at and collection from the Main Gate 

Jupiter 12:45 – 1:45pm Drop off at and collection from the KS1 gate (infant playground) 

Saturn 12:45 – 1:45pm Drop off at and collection from the Main Gate 

Neptune 11:30 – 12:30pm Drop off at and collection from the Main Gate 

 

 



Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

As their last term at St John Evangelist has been so affected by COVID19 we felt that we needed to 

have a special festival themed leaver’s party for the Year 6 pupils. All Year 6 pupils are invited to 

attend the celebration in the Junior playground on Wednesday 15th July 2-4pm. Children can wear 

their own clothes and there will be games, activities and music. Children are allowed to bring their 

phones and will have 30 minutes when they can take photos and videos of their friends.  

 

Last Day of Term  

Please note that the last day of term for all children is Friday 17th July at the time you usually collect 

your child on a Friday – we will not have a 2pm finish this term.  

 

Learning at Home 

 

Daily Home Learning Activities 

The last day of Home Learning posted on the school website will be for Friday 17th July. However if 

you are keen to continue learning with your child over the summer break, there are many excellent 

resources on the Home Learning page of the website that we would recommend. We will update 

this with further resources and we particularly encourage parents and children to access Oak 

National Academy and the Islington Summer Activities on this page.  

 

Holiday – things to do  

Islington has a dedicated page for childcare and summer activities for children which is regularly 

updated. This can be found on the Islington Directory Page or by clicking this link 

https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=_Lh9F-43XRk 

 

The St Peter’s Summer School Project is running again this year for pupils in Year 5 and 6. This 
year five of our teachers have signed up to support the project! The Summer Project provides many 
fun and interesting activities including cookery, sports, first aid and science. The children will also be 
growing their own plants and meeting a children’s author. A morning snack and lunch are provided 
each day. It will run from 9.30am – 1.30pm every week day from 3rd July – 28th August at the Arc 
Centre in St Paul St, N1 7DF. If you would be interested in your child attending (Y5 or Y6) please 
email the office for a form to complete. There are limited places available.  
 

Summer Reading Challenge  

The Summer Reading Challenge, presented by The Reading Agency, is delivered in partnership 

with public libraries and funded by Arts Council England. The Challenge encourages children aged 

4 to 11 to enjoy the benefits of reading for pleasure over the summer holidays, providing lots of fun 

as well as preventing the summer reading ‘dip’. Each year the Challenge motivates over 700,000 

children to keep reading to build their skills and confidence.  

 

With the disruption caused by Covid-19 and the impact of social distancing on schools and public 

libraries, the 2020 Challenge will launch in a new digital format designed to keep children engaged 

and interested in reading. The Challenge will run from 5 June to mid-September. The Summer 

Reading Challenge website is free to access and features games, quizzes and downloadable 

activities that incentivise and encourage children to take part in reading related activities. Visit your 

local library website to find out how you can access eBooks, audiobooks, comics and magazines for 

free that you can use to complete the Challenge at home.  

 

 

 

 

https://directory.islington.gov.uk/kb5/islington/directory/advice.page?id=_Lh9F-43XRk


Technology at Home  

Islington Education’s Information Technology team has very helpfully provided some websites that 

help to provide interest for children’s online exploration as well as very comprehensive resources for 

helping to ensure that parents and carers are informed about potential online challenges.  

 

Tech Tools for Learning at Home  

Families often look to teachers for recommendations on how to support learning. Lots of apps, 

games, and websites don't feel like homework and can still help students build essential skills. The 

following tools can help to unleash children’s inner writer, artist, scientist, and more 

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/tech-tools-for-learning-at-home  

 

Online Safety  

The Islington team have compiled a list of very handy resources together on one platform. These 

websites include resources for children to use and information that parents can access to increase 

their own awareness of online safety issues.  

https://wakelet.com/wake/7199ed62-0c1e-4465-ab79-f79957132234 

 

The NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children) website provides a really 

useful resource for parents around some of the specific online safety issues that can arise. I would 

encourage every parent to look at the website to increase their own awareness of these issues.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 

As always, I would like to thank parents and guardians for the support and kind messages 

throughout this time. I will write again next week before school closes for the summer holiday with 

further information regarding reopening in September.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Day 

Headteacher 
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