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INTRODUCTION

Here at St. John’s, we appreciate how important the links between parents and
teachers are and the need for us to work together. We believe that it is important for
children to bring home learning from a fairly early age to help them progress, to
reinforce basic skills and for them to see parents and teachers working together.

We believe:

v' Learning at home is an essential part of good education.

v" Regular homework is important. It gives children the opportunity to practise at
home the tasks covered in class and helps them work towards improving
important skills.

v Homework helps children and young people to become confident and
independent in their learning, which will benefit them throughout their time at
school and in adult life.

The range of home / school tasks varies throughout the school, according to the age
of the child. The one thing that remains constant throughout is the fact that
homework can only benefit children if we have parental support and work together.

The homework we give at St. John’s is designed to reinforce and support the learning
that happens during the school day.

Information provided to parents in each phase group:

Nursery
Daily homework:

¢ Reading record — Every day we will give your child a book to take home from
our class library. Please ensure that your child’s reading record is signed
each night so we know they have read it and can change their book.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Story book Story book Story book Story book Poem book

The story books are for you to read with your child. Reading to your child will
support them to develop their language, attention, understanding and a love
of reading.

The Poem book is a poem/ nursery rhyme that your child has been learning
all week and you can sing it together. There are other activities suggested for
the poems at the front of the poem book.

Weekly homework:
Children will also be given:
¢ A maths activity to develop a skill that they have been practising during the
week (patterns, rhymes, sorting)
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e An activity to help children develop their phonology (understanding of sounds,
rhyme etc.). This will help them to be ready to learn phonics later in the year.

e Children should spend a few minutes a day on homework in nursery rather
than attempting to complete in one time period

Reception

Daily homework:
e Reading record — Every day we will give your child a book to take home from
our class library. Please ensure that your child’s reading record is signed
each night so we know they have read it and can change their book.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Story book Story book Story book Story book Poem book

The story books are for you to read with your child. Reading to your child will
support them to develop their language, attention, understanding and a love
of reading. When your child begins to read, the teacher will provide early
reading texts for you to read at home.

The Poem book is a poem/ nursery rhyme that your child has been learning
all week and you can sing it together. There are other activities suggested for
the poems at the front of the poem book.

Weekly homework:
Children will also be given:
¢ A maths activity to develop a skill that they have been practising during the
week (patterns, rhymes, sorting, counting, numbers)
e A phonics activity — at the start of the year this will be practising a sound each
week

Years One and Two

Daily homework:
¢ Reading record - please ensure that your child’s reading record is signed
each night so that they can change their book (if your child is reading a
longer/chapter book, a comment still needs to be written but the book will not

be changed).
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Levelled book Levelled book | Levelled book | Poem of the Phonics
week book book

Weekly homework:

e Number skills such as timestables / number bonds
Maths activity
A phonics sound to practice with words to blend and write.
Spellings - a group of high frequency words and 3/ 4 RE words.
Prayer of the week to practice.

Termly homework:
e Each term your child will be set an extended piece of homework. This
homework will be focused on RE or their wider Topic focus e.g. The
Egyptians or something we are celebrating at school.




Homework Expectations:

¢ Homework is compulsory and needs to be completed by the date given.

e Children are expected to spend 20-30 minutes on their maths homework.

e Children are expected to spend at least 15 minutes reading every night.

e Homework books are to be treated with respect — they are school work books
and should be treated as such. Graffiti is not acceptable.

e An adult should supervise homework, check that it is being completed
and write a comment in the homework books.

e Teachers will be checking to ensure that homework is completed.

¢ Children have a weekly spelling test.

Homework will be checked on a Wednesday and new homework will be set on a
Thursday. If your child does not hand in their book on Wednesday, the piece of work
will not be marked.

Years Three to Six

Daily homework:

¢ Reading record - please ensure that your child writes a comment about their
book and that you sign their reading record every night so that they can
change their book (if your child is reading chapter books, a comment still
needs to be written but the book will not be changed).

e InYear 3 & 4, children will take home a colour banded book until they are
reading at lime band level. Then they will take an appropriate book of choice.

e InYear5 & 6, children will take home a colour banded book until they are
reading at white band level. Then they will take an appropriate book of choice.

e All children will bring home a copy of their class reading text on Friday

Weekly homework:
e Homework will be set in a homework book
e Times tables practise followed by a weekly test in school (TTRS)
e A spelling rule to learn with associated words. Children will then be tested on
the spellings they are set.
¢ A maths activity
e Prayer of the week to practise

Termly homework:
e Each term your child will be set an extended piece of homework. This
homework will be focused on Religious Education or their wider Topic focus
e.g. The Egyptians or something we are celebrating at school.

Homework Expectations:

¢ Homework is compulsory and needs to be completed by the date given.

e Children are expected to spend at least 30 minutes on their maths homework.

e Children are expected to spend at least 15 minutes reading every night.

¢ Homework books are to be treated with respect — they are school work books
and should be treated as such. Graffiti is not acceptable.

¢ An adult should supervise homework, check that it is being completed
and write a comment in the homework books.

e Teachers will be checking to ensure that homework is completed.

¢ Children have a weekly spelling test.

Homework will be collected on a Wednesday and new homework will be set on a
Thursday. If your child does not hand in their book on Wednesday, the piece of work
will not be marked.




Children who are not completing homework

If children are consistently not completing their homework tasks, the class teacher

will follow these steps:

If the homework is not completed or signed then ‘no homework completed’ will be
recorded in the book and in the teacher mark book

e The first time a child does not bring their homework, the teacher will speak to the parent

at the end of the day and the child should bring their completed homework the following
day. If the completed homework is not brought in, the child will need to complete during
their lunchtime.

e |f this happens again then the child will be kept in again at lunchtime to complete the

tasks.

If this continues to happen the parent of the child will meet with the class teacher and
phase leader to discuss how the school can support the parents and children to
complete their home learning.

Parent Information Leaflet

We provide all new parents (those joining in Nursery, Reception or at any point
during the school year) with a Homework Information Booklet which clearly sets out
our expectations, provides a list of necessary equipment and some additional
activities to work on at home.




