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Welcome to
St John Evangelist Cathollc

Primary School Reception
Class A

To love,
to learn
with God In our hearts



Early Years Foundation Stage:

Nursery and Reception are called the Early Years
Foundation Stage

St Francis of Assisi- Nursery
Nursery Class Teacher: Miss Haylett (EYFS Lead)
Nursery Nurse: Ms Dornellas

St Benedict de Moor— Reception
Reception Class Teacher — Miss Bills
Reception Teaching Assistant — Ms Galvin
Reception Teaching Assistant — Ms Gabino

Year 1 and Year 2 are called KS1 (Ms Daniels is the lead teacher)
Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 are called KS2 (Miss Glover is the lead teacher)
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Learning in the EYFS

‘Play lies firmly at the heart of early years
pedagogy. The importance of play for young
children and the benefits of play-based learning
have been well documented across all aspects
of children’s learning and development’ (Moyles
et al., 2002; Palaiologou, 2023; Siraj-Blatchford
& Sylva, 2004; Sylva et al., 2010; Vashishtha,
2023)
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Curriculum

There are seven areas of learning in the EYFS.
All areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected.

There are three prime areas which are crucial for igniting children’s curiosity
and enthusiasm for learning and for helping their capacity to learn:

« Communication and Language
 Physical Development
» Personal, Social and Emotional Development

There are then four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are
strengthened and applied:

* Literacy

« Mathematics

« Understanding the World

» Expressive Arts and Design
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5t John Evangelist Catholic Primary School

Reception 2026 - 2027

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8:45-9 Soft start, self-register, name Soft start, self-register, name writing | | Soft start, self-register, name writing / Soft start, self-registar, name writing ! | Soft start, self-register, name writing /
writing / green words gresn words red words green words green words
Welcoming children and model Wielcoming children and model Wielcoming children and model Welcoming children and model Welcoming children and model
grestings. grestings. grestings. grestings. grestings.
Sing ...(helle everyone, hello 5ing ...(hello everyone, hello Registration, prayer, daily calendsar Sing ...(helle everyone, hello Sing ...(helle everyone, hello
5-3:10 EVEMYONE) EVEMYONE) EVEMyOnE) EVEMYONE)
Registration, prayer, daily Registration, prayer, daily timetable Repistration, prayer, daily timetsble Registration, prayer, daily imetable
timetable
Phanics - Speed sounds lesson Fhonics - Speed sounds lesson Fhonics - Speed sounds lesson Phanics - Speed sounds lesson Phanics - Speed sounds lesson
B9:10-9:25
Explore Explore Explore Explore Explore
5:25-10:30
Snack & Storytime — focus ona | Snack & Storytime — focus on s Snack & Storytime — focus on & Snack & Storytime — focus on a Snack & Storytime — focus on a
10:30-10:40 | reading gosl from progression reading goal from progression map reading goal from progression map reading goal from progression magp reading gosl from progression map
map
Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy Literacy
10:40-10:50
Explore Explore Explore Explore Explore
10:50-11:30 ? ! ! f ?
Taugit Maths including daily Taught Maths including daily number Msths inchuding daily number Taught Maths including dsily number Taught Maths including daily number
304150 | ymber formation formation formation formation formation
12:00-1:00 | LUMCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUMCH
Register, afternoon timetable Register. afternoon timetable and Register. afternoon timetable and Register, sfternoon timetable and Register, afternoon timetable and
1:00-1:20 | and Poem of the Wesk Poem of the Waek Poem of the Waek Poem of the Vieek Poem of the Wisek
MELI Physical Physical MELI MELI
1:20 - 1:35
Understanding the Warld Religious Education Religious Education Understanding the Warld Understanding the Warld
1:35-2:50 | Explore Explore Explore Explore Explore
Mark 10 — Litthe Liturgies Wisio Divina Celebration of the Word Mark 10 — Lithe Liturgies Celebration of the Word
2.50-3.00
Recall Recall Recall Recall Recall
Each class to have a box that Each class to have a box that Each class to have a box that contains | Each class fo have a box that contains | Each class to have a box thet contains
200—315 cantains things to help the cantains things to help the children things to help the children recall what things to help the children recall what things to help the children recall what

children recall what they hawe
leamt/enjoyed/discovered today.

recall what they hawve
leamt/enjoyeddiscovered today.

they heve leamt/enjoyed/discovered
today.

they have leamt/enjoyed/discovered
today.

they have leamt'enjoyed/discovered
today.
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St John Evangelist

End of the Year expectations - Catholis Sehan)

Communication and Language

ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions,
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions
and small group interactions

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify
their understanding Hold conversation when engaged in back-and forth
exchanges with their teacher and peers

ELG: Speaking

Partig(i],oate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when
appropriate.

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences,
including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.



St John Evangelist

End of the Year expectations - Cstholie Sehoal

Personal, Social, Emotional Development

ELG: Self-Regulation

Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to
regulate their behaviour accordingly.

Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control
their immediate impulses when appropriate.

Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when
engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or
actions.

ELG: Managing Self

Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and
perseverance in the face of challenge.

Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the
toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

ELG: Building Relationships

Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.

Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs



St John Evangelist

End of the Year expectations - Catholic School

Physical Development

ELG: Gross Motor Skills
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others.
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.

Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and
climbing.

ELG: Fine Motor Skills

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing —using the tripod grip in
almost all cases.

Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery.

Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.



St John Evangelist

End of the Year expectations - Catholic School

Literacy

ELG: Comprehension

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.

Anticipate —where appropriate —key events in stories.

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories,
non fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

ELG: Word Reading
Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic
knowledge, including some common exception words.

ELG: Writing
Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or
letters.

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.



St John Evangelist

End of the Year expectations -
P Catholic School

Understanding the World
ELG: Past and Present
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.

Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in class.

Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in
class and storytelling.

ELG: People, Culture and Communities

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion,
stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and —when appropriate —
maps.

ELG: The Natural World

Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of
animals and plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and
contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them,
including the seasons and changing states of matter.
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End of the Year expectations -
Expressive arts and design

ELG: Creating with Materials

Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting
with colour, design, texture, form and function.

Share their creations, explaining the process they have used

Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and
stories.

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and —when appropriate —try to
move in time with music.



Half termly planning

Each half term has a different over arching theme. Our theme for Autumn 1 is
‘Me and my Community’

There is an overview on our class page on the website that shows what
children will be learning in all of the seven areas of learning each half term and
you will see how their learning is linked to the theme for the half term. You can
use this to support them.

E.g. for writing, by the end of this half term, children need to learn to:
 Write initial sounds.

* Write their name independently

- Sit at a table with good posture for writing

It's important that children achieve the objectives each half term as these build
across the year so that they can meet the Early Learning Goals at the end of

the year.
St John Evangelist
Catholic School




Religious Education

Daily Prayer and Worship sessions

RE lessons and ‘Godly Play’ in the continuous provision
Hymn Practice

Our topics this term are...

Creation & Covenant Prophecy & Promise

* To understand that the bible is a special book ¢ Begin to understand God chose Mary

* Torecognise that God created the world. * Begin to understand Advent is a time to get
* To know that | am unique and created with ready for Christmas
love * Toretell the Christmas story
«  To know how to be a steward of God’s world ~ * To understand how various cultures
 To recognise they are part of a family celebrate Christmas
* To understand that at baptism we join God’s
family

* Torecall the action of the sign of the cross.
* To understand how we become part of the
Church family

St John Evangelist
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Prayers at school and at home

Children need to be taught how to make the sign of the Cross
They should be developing their understanding of why and how we pray

Morning Prayer

O my God, you love me
you’re with me night and day
| want to love you always

in all I do and say

I'll try to please you, Father,
Bless me through the day
Amen

Midday Prayer

Bless us O God, as we sit together
Bless the food we eat today

Bless the hands that make the food
Bless us O God

Amen

End of the day

At the end of the day, | turn and say,
Thank you God for my work and play,

| try to be good, as | know that | should.
That's my prayer at the end of the day.
Amen




St John Evangelist
Catholic School

NEL]

* NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention) is an evidence-based programme
designed to support young children’s speech, language and communication
development.

* It helps children to:

* Learn and understand new vocabulary.

* Develop speaking and listening skills.

* Use longer, more detailed sentences.

* Improve their understanding of stories and narratives.

 Build confidence in talking and expressing their ideas.

* Develop strong language foundations to support reading, writing and learning.

 Children take part in fun, structured language activities, using stories, pictures,
games and conversations. Some children may also receive additional targeted
support in small groups or individually, depending on their language needs.

* How parents can help: Talk together as much as possible, share books regularly,
introduce and explain new words, ask open-ended questions such as “Why do
you think...?” and give your child plenty of time to think and respond.



St John Evangelist

Zones of Regulation Catholic School

« Zones of Regulation — EYFS

* The Zones of Regulation helps children be(t;in to recognise, understand and
talk about their feelings and emotions. We teach children that all feelings are
okay, and that different emotions can be grouped into four coloured zones.

 Blue Zone - feeling tired, sad, poorly or low in energy.
» Green Zone - feeling calm, happy, focused and ready to learn.
* Yellow Zone — feeling worried, excited, frustrated or wiggly.

* Red Zone — experiencing very strong feelings, such as anger, fear or being out
of control.

* In EYFS, we introduce the Zones through stories, pictures, play, discussions
and everyday situations. Children learn to name their emotions, notice how
their body feels and begin to explore simple strategies to help them regulate,
such as breathing, asking an adult for help, taking some quiet time or using
Sensory resources.

* The aim is not to always be in the Green Zone, but to help children understand
that all emotions are normal and to develop the tools they need to manage
them safely and successfully. Blue Zone GreenZone  Yellow Zone Red Zone

@ H 49 . H !
sad tired silly worried screaming il mad
@ ¥

& 0
sick bored excited ~ confused angry terrified




Qutdoor area

We will be learning outside throughout the day, every day (when we ‘explore’
this is indoors and outdoors).
“‘When children play out of doors, they are exercising their growing intellectual

and emotional muscles, as well as their physical ones. They are developing
their powers to think, to feel, to do, to see and understand, to represent and

express. They are imagining, puzzling, wondering, exploring, befriending and
Sharing.” (Mary Jane Drummond “Can | play out?”)

Please provide your child with a pair of welly boots and a raincoat as we will be
outside on wet days too.

They will also need a change of clothes as they will be playing with water,
sand, dirt and messy play materials daily.

St John Evangelist
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Working in partnership

LU 0000 O

Ensure your child attends school every day on time
so they can access all learning opportunities.

Support the school uniform policy.
Support the home/school work policy.
Support the behaviour policy.

Attend Parent Consultation Evenings (October/
November and March).

Ad-hoc appointments which can be booked in person
or via phonecall / email to the school office.

St John Evangelist
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Catholic School

Reading Records ‘ St John Evangelist

Every day we will give your child a book to take home
from our class library.

Please ensure that your child’s reading record is signed
every night so we know they have read it and can
change their book.

The story books are for you to read with your child.
Reading to your child will support them to develop
their language, attention, understanding and a love of
reading.

When your child begins to read, the teacher will
provide early reading texts for them to read at home
to you. These texts will be informed by assessment
and specific to your child's reading level.



St John Evangelist
Poem of the Week Catholic School

The Poem book is a poem/ nursery rhyme that your
child has been learning all week and you can sing it
together at home.

They will be sent home on Friday and should be
returned on Wednesday with the homework book.

There are activities suggested for the poems at the
front of the poem book.

Learning nursery rhymes will have significant
impact on your child’s language and therefore
reading development.



St John Evangelist
Homework ‘ Catholic School

Children will also be given:

e A maths activitY(to develop a skill that they have been practising
during the week (patterns, rhymes, sorting, counting, numbers)

* A phonics activity — at the start of the year this will be practising a
sound each week

 Homework is compulsory at St John’s and needs to be completed by
the date given.

* Children are expected to spend a few minutes at a time on their
homework activities in Early Years.

* Please teach children to treat their homework books with respect.

e An alc(iult should write a comment in the homework book each
week.

Nursery please hand in on Tuesday if your child attends or Wednesday
if their first day of the week is Wednesday.

Reception please hand in homework books on a Wednesday and new
homework will be set on a Thursday. If your child does not hand in
their book on Wednesday, the piece of work will not be marked.




School Uniform

We have an established school uniform which all parents commit to supporting
when they join the school.

When children start in Reception they must have the correct uniform clearly labelled
with their name. Children should all have a spare school uniform in case of
accidents or messy play.

Hair tied up, hair clips and bows must be a reasonable size and navy or red.
Shoes should be black (no ballet shoes, boots)

Earrings must be small plain studs (no hoops) and they should wear no other items
of jewellery.

Every child needs a clear water bottle with still water in daily

Children must not bring toys or accessories to school (we will take these away and
return to an adult at the end of the day)
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Attendance Is Essential

« Come to school every day on time

* Phone or email the school if their child is absent for any reason.
«  We will call (or text you) on the first day of absence.

« Regular attendance in school is 96% or above.

« Attendance below 90% is called persistent absence and will
have a detrimental impact on your child’s learning and social
development. It will result in contact by the Education Welfare
Officer and notice to improve letters and could lead to penalty
charges and court orders.

St John Evangelist
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Please be on time

* The school gates open at 08:45 am

* You can bring children straight to their classroom and they will
have activities to do

The register is completed at 9am and then the adults go through
the timetable with the children. They must be in by 9am.

It is very unsettling for small children to arrive late and have to walk
Into a class of children who are already settled on the carpet (it is
also disruptive for those who are in already).
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End of the day collection

School finishes at 3:15pm
Collect from the classroom door

Ensure the contact list Is always up to
date as we will not let children go with an
adult who Is not listed (even if we know
them!)
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] St John Evangelist
Tri p S ‘ Catholic School

You will receive a letter informing you of the trip

You may need to make a donation for the trip to go
ahead (if there Is an entrance fee or workshop cost)

You can offer to come along and support by filling out
the slip and returning to the class teacher

Parents will be chosen ‘out of a hat’

Sometimes parents don’t want their children to attend a
trip without them so if you are not chosen, your child can

stay at school anddom another class (although usually in
Reception we need lots of volunteers)

Safeguarding expectations for volunteers

Provide a healthy lunch from home (no fizzy drinks or
chocolate!)




School Fund

As a Catholic school we are funded 90% by
the Local Education Authority, the remaining
10% Is raised through your contributions to the
School Building Fund;

£30 per year per child or
£50 per year for a family

We rely on this funding for day to day
maintenance of the school and is an important
part of our budget.
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Parents’ Association

You are encouraged to help with fund raising and
building community.

Please come to a meeting in the autumn term to find out
how you can support.

All funds raised go towards giving the children a richer
educational experience.

Most years the PA raise in excess of £10,000 to support

the school.
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