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ST JOHN EVANGELIST EYFS OVERVIEW 2026 - 2027 

 

Values 
At St John Evangelist School our mission statement is ‘To love, to learn with God in our hearts’. In the EYFS our focus is on supporting children to be kind, 

respectful and to develop perseverance. We support our children in learning these values throughout the curriculum and our daily routines.  

Kindness Respect Determination 

Kindness is at the heart of our Catholic school 
community where children are taught to show love 

to one another and themselves.  
 

We encourage our children to be kind to others, 
demonstrating empathy, care, and understanding 
in their interactions. Whether sharing toys, helping 
a friend, or using kind words, children are guided 
to develop positive relationships with their peers 

and adults. We celebrate acts of kindness, 
fostering an inclusive environment for all. 

Our whole school behaviour policy is Ready, 
Respectful and Safe and children are taught how 

to show respect to themselves and others from the 
start of their EYFS journey.  

 
We teach children to respect themselves, their 
peers, and their environment. Children learn to 

listen attentively, appreciate differences, and value 
the contributions of others. Through stories, role-
playing, and modelling, we encourage respect for 

diverse perspectives and cultures, helping children 
grow into thoughtful and considerate individuals. 

We believe in nurturing children to develop a "can-
do" attitude. In the EYFS, we promote 

determination by encouraging children to take on 
challenges, persist through difficulties, and 

celebrate their progress.  
 

We provide opportunities for children to try new 
things, solve problems, and overcome obstacles, 

building their confidence and perseverance. 
Determination is seen not only in academic 
achievements but also in their social and 

emotional growth. 
 

 

 

Play 

At St John Evangelist Catholic Primary School, we understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active. We understand that 

active learning involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe 

that Early Years education should be as practical as possible and therefore, at St John Evangelist we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying 

ethos of ‘Learning through play’. Play is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to 

explore, to relate to others around them and develop relationships, set their own goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by 

taking part in play which is guided by adults.’ 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring Active learning Creating and thinking critically 
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Children investigate and experience things, and 

‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in 

their own play develop a larger store of 

information and experiences to draw on, which 

positively supports their learning  

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they 

encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own 

achievements. For children to develop into self-

regulating, lifelong learners they are required to 

take ownership, accept challenges and learn 

persistence.  

 

 

Children develop their own ideas and make links 

between these ideas and develop strategies for 

doing things. They think flexibly and rationally, 

drawing on previous experiences which help them 

to solve problems and reach conclusions. 

 

Overarching Principles   

Unique Child Positive Relationships Enabling environments Learning and Development 

Every child is a unique child, who is 

constantly learning and can be 

resilient, capable, confident and 

self-assured. 

Children learn to be strong and 

independent through positive 

relationships. 

Children learn and develop well in 
enabling environments with teaching 
and support from adults, who respond 
to their individual interests and needs 
and help them to build their learning 
over time. Children benefit from a 
strong partnership between 
practitioners and parents and/or 
carers.  

Children develop and learn at 
different rates. The framework 
covers the education and care of all 
children in early years provision, 
including children with special 
educational needs and disabilities 
(SEND)  

 

Core text rationale 

At St John Evangelist we value the importance of repeatedly reading a set of core texts throughout the year to give children the opportunity to get to know 

those core texts ‘inside out’. Our books have been chosen to support strong language development and acquisition. In Nursery the focus is on developing 

vocabulary and sentence structure, this continues into Reception but consideration has also been given to providing story structures which lend themselves 

well to early retelling. 

  

In Nursery the focus is on giving opportunities to hear and use the vocabulary in the text and to begin to build knowledge of the structure of stories.  

In Reception the aim is for children to have a widening vocabulary and a small bank of stories that they can confidently retell. 

  

In Nursery there will be carefully chosen enhancements around each story to support the use of the story language in the classroom context (eg. Straw, sticks 

and bricks for the Three Little Pigs) 
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In Reception each core text will have a bank of resources (such as story bags and puppets) to support children to use the story language in their play and to 

retell the story. 

 

Texts will be read repeatedly throughout the year. Storytime is an essential part of our children’s development and happens at least three times a day in both 

classrooms. Children usually have storytime during snack time, before lunch time and before the end of the school day.  

Storytime should be an interactive, engaging and enjoyable time for all children. If some children with complex needs cannot access a whole class carpet 

storytime session they will have storytime at another time of the day with an additional adult.  

 

Nursery Long Term Planning  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Festivals 
Celebrations 
Significant 
Events 

Harvest 
Diwali (see RED 
branch 6 links) 
Black History Month  
 
 

Bonfire Night 
Hanukkah 
Christmas 
Anti-Bullying Week 

Pancake Day 
Ash Wednesday 
Online safety week  

World Book Day 
Mother’s Day 
Easter 

 EYFS celebration  Father’s Day  
Sports day 
 

Possible 
Learning  
Opportunities  

Seasons/weather 
All about me 
Being independent  

Seasons/weather Seasons/weather 
People who help us - 
visits from police, 
paramedics and 
firefighters.  
Visit to Whole Foods 
 

Seasons/weather 
Pirates 
Superheroes   

Seasons/weather 
Planting  
Life cycles 

Seasons/weather 
Ruth Jampel visit to 
speak to the children 
about Judaism 
Trip to the Park 

Parent / Carer 
Engagement 
Opportunities 

1:1 Parent meetings 

Family picnic  

Parent stay and play 

with your child 

International Food 

Evening 

Parents Evening  

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

Reading workshop 

Nativity 

Parent stay and play 

with your child 

Parents to read a 

story to the class 

Messy Play, Gross 

and Fine Motor 

parent workshop 

Mothers’ Day activity 

Parents’ Evening 

Food tasting 

experience 

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

 

Parent stay and play 

with your child 

Starting phonics 

parent session 

Fathers’ Day activity 

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

Graduation  
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Core Texts – 
these are the 
stories we will 
keep re visiting 
all year to 
develop our 
language and 
vocabulary 

The Gruffalo- rhythm, rich adjectives, repeated phrases 

 

We’re going on a Bear Hunt - patterned, cumulative language that encourages prediction. 

Books with rhyme and oral language focus on easy-to-do shared storytelling 

 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar (vocabulary around days of the week, time, foods and counting 

 

Oi Frog (fun and engaging rhyming structure, and good for phonological awareness Interactive and dialogue to encourage talking about 

pictures, make predictions and retell small segments 

 

Dear Zoo (lift the flap interactivity building expressive language), Emotion and Vocabulary expansion books for discussing feelings and  

descriptive language 

 

The Colour Monster- very clear for nursery-aged children's emotional development, but I know it’s currently for reception. 

 

So Much!- Great for conversational language, making it easier to join in naturally. Repetitive phrases. 

 

Our class is a family- talks about emotions, relationships, belonging,  

kindness, giving lots of opportunity to use words like feelings, help, share, safe, belonging and care they can reuse in play (and have done  

 

Owl Babies- introduces rich, descriptive language (swooped, perched, scurried) and relates to feelings, encouraging empathy and 
perspective through discussion of the environment (woods, night, branches) and animal life. Encourages storytelling to strengthen 
narrative language and imagination. Supports the use of first person and past tense in talk, supports listening for meaning. 

 
Whatever Next- repetitive structure and familiar bedtime routine, supporting sustained listening during group story time. Fantasy elements 
encourage imaginative thinking and storytelling and collaborative talk.  
 
The Queen's Hat: visual, repetitive, and playful text that supports early literacy through prediction, storytelling, and talk. Introduces action 
verbs, positional language, and descriptive words; children follow a journey-style narrative that supports sequencing and memory skills. 
Encourages the use of prediction and inferencing as the hat moves through London, great for role play, oral storytelling and acting.  
 
The Three Little Pigs- repetition, predictable language, strong structure and memorable characters all support early literacy development. 
Repetitive refrains develop attentiveness and anticipation, rich vocabulary, narrative structure (beginning, middle and end), and emotional 
literacy through story.  
 
Gingerbread Man – repeated refrain encouraging active listening and participation, range of characters, actions and descriptive 
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language, supports memory and sequencing skills 

Fairy Tale Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 

The Three Little Pigs The Ugly Duckling The Enormous 

Turnip 

The Gingerbread 

Man  

The Elves and the 

Shoe maker 

Nursery 
Rhymes/poetr
y 
One per week 
sent home and 
learnt in class 

Humpty Dumpty 
Wind the bobbin 
up 
Incy Wincy Spider 
The wheels on the 
bus 
Old Macdonald had 
a farm 
1,2,3,4,5 once I 
caught a fish alive 
 

The drummers in the 
ring (loud and quiet) 
The drummers in the 
ring (fast and slow) 
Pass the tambourine 
Feel the beat 
A sailor went to 
sea, sea, sea 
The bear went over 
the mountain. 
 
 

Little drummers 
drumming 
Down at the station 
Row, row, row your 
boat 
Pass the tambourine 
The Grand Old Duke 
of York 
If you’re happy and 
you know it. 
 

Five little speckled 
frogs 
We’re marching in 
our wellingtons 
Down in the jungle 
We’re driving in our 
car 
I’m a pirate. 
 

This is the way we 
lay the bricks 
The wheels on the 
bus 
A sailor went to sea, 
sea, sea 
The bear went over 
the mountain 
Heads, shoulders, 
knees and toes 
Here we go round 
the mulberry bush 
 

1 finger 1 thumb 
keep moving 
Ten in the bed 
The muffin man 
London bridge is 
falling down 
Hokey Cokey 
One man went to 
mow 
 

 

Reception Long Term Planning 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Festivals 
Celebrations 
Significant 
Events 

Starting school 
My new class 
Harvest – Little Red 
Hen 
Diwali (RED branch 
6 links) 
Black History Month 

Autumn 

Bonfire Night – Guy 

Fawkes 

Remembrance 

Anti-Bullying Week 

Hanukkah 

Christmas 

The Nativity 

Pancake day 

Ash Wednesday  

Online safety week 

 

Lent 
World Book Day 
Mother’s Day 
Easter 
Spring 
Science Week 

St Benedict de Moor 
Celebration Day 

Environment day  
Father’s Day  
Sports day  
 

Possible 
Learning  
Opportunities  

New Beginnings 
All about me - How 
have I changed? 
What am I good at? 

Seasons Seasons  
Trip to the shops 

Paint Mixing  
Paint station  
 

Seasons  
Weather 

experiments 

Ruth Jampel visit to 
speak to the children 
about Judaism 
Zoo lab 
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My family / PSED 
focus 
Staying healthy / 

Food  / Human 

body/ Senses 

 

Weather Forecast 

videos  

Gillespie Park visit 
Growing  
Planting 
Recycling 
Clay 

Life Cycles 
Animals 
 

Parental 

Engagement 

Opportunities 

Class Information 

Session 

Family picnic  

Phonics Workshop 

International Food 

Evening 

 

Parents Evening  

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

Reading workshop 

Nativity 

Parent stay and play 

with your child 

National Storytelling 

week (Feb) parents 

to come in to read to 

the children at the 

start / end of the day 

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

Mothers’ Day 

breakfast 

 

Gillespie Park visit  

 

Stay and Pray with 

Fr Rajiv 

Fathers’ Day 

breakfast 

Graduation 

ceremony 

 

Core Text The Tiger Who Came to Tea- high-quality shared reading and discussion- talk about feelings, prediction. Enabling sentence expansions. 

Vocabulary development (tiered and contextual) using a wide range of vocabulary, e.g. astonished, enormous, politely, delicious, 

groceries. Deeper comprehension through talk that explores the characters.  

 

The Smartest Giant in Town- Shared reading, repetitive pattern, prediction opportunities. Again, tiered vocabulary development: 

scruffiest, smartest, outfit, sensible, comfortable. Listening and turn-taking opportunities throughout the story, with the opportunity to show 

comprehension through discussion. Language for thinking and reasoning skills- discussing choices, e.g. which clothes would help the 

goat? Why?  

 

Giraffes Can't Dance, rhythmic narrative supporting language development, comprehension, vocabulary, phonological awareness, joining 

in with rhyming phrases and early reading skills, problem-resolution structure supports story comprehension. Encourages sentence 

structure and purpose for writing e.g character descriptions or messages to Gerald.  

 

Peace at Last- introduces vocabulary about routines, sounds, time, and emotions; builds on narrative understanding with a simple 

structure to support early story comprehension (home, different rooms, resolution); and encourages children to describe feelings, make 

predictions, and compare to their own lived experiences. Rhythmic repetitive language with opportunities for clapping syllables and 

noticing rhyme or alliteration. 
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Mr Big- inclusion, loneliness, friendship and bravery, spoken language, comprehension, vocabulary, inference and early writing.  

 

We are going to find a Monster - Adventure, imaginative, fantasy, rich, engaging narrative that builds on familiar story language and 
repetition. It strongly supports oral language, comprehension, and prediction and encourages collaborative talk. Builds on time 
connectives, first, next, then, finally.  
 
Clean Up! - Social issues, environment, working together as a team, family relationships, diversity, linking real-world responsibility. 
Action/reaction. Encourages justification of ideas- e.g. I think because… 
 
Extra Yarn – rich, imaginative narrative supporting deep comprehension, recalling key events explaining how the town changes. 
Kindness, magic, goodies and baddies. New vocabulary (drab, dazzling, parade, extraordinary, magical). Great opportunities for 
prediction, inference, and deeper thinking, e.g., taking meaning, explaining ideas and feelings, making links, and reasoning.  
 
Love Grows Everywhere – listening, attention, and comprehension built on recalling key moments explaining how love changes the 
environment, building on thoughtful, reflective talk with vocabulary, e.g. kindness, nurture, blossom, care, gentle, links to CST (charity, 
care for creation)  
  
In My Heart – encourages careful listening and discussion, recalling and explaining different feelings explored in the text, rich emotional 
and descriptive vocabulary, e.g. brave, lonely, hopeful, calm, angry.  
 
Jabari Jumps - Overcoming your fears, patience, encouragement, determination, deep comprehension, expressive language, and 
purposeful writing.  
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears - Fairy tale, story language, repetitive language helps to support sustained listening and understanding, 
good opportunities for retelling, comparative language (too hot, too cold, just right), good writing opportunities, e.g., retellings, character 
descriptions or alternative endings.  
 
Little Red Riding Hood- Children following a complete story with tension and resolution, encourages children to describe in detail, e.g. 
the wolf had sharp, grey fur, etc., encourages prediction, and inference.  
 

Fairy tales & 

alternative 

tales 

Little Red Hen 

Armadily Chili  

The Princess and the 

pea 

The princess and the 

pea (Rachel Isadora) 

Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarves 

Snow White and the 

seven aliens 

The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff  

 

Jack and the 

beanstalk 

Jack and the Jelly 

Bean stalk  

 

Little Red Riding 

Hood  

The Wolf’s Story: 

what really 

happened to Little 

Red Riding Hood 
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Poem of the 

Week Rhymes 

Humpty Dumpty 

Jack and Jill Went 

Up the Hill 

Ten Fat Sausages 

I’m a Little Teapot 

Little Bo Peep 

Teddy Bear Teddy 

Bear 

 

 

Incey Wincey Spider 

Rain Rain Go Away 

Ten in the Bed 

Wind the Bobbin up  

Twinkle Twinkle 

Shining Star 

Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star 

Little Jack Horner 

Five Little Men in a 

Flying Saucer 

If you Blast off into 

Space Today 

Zoom Zoom Zoom 

Row Row Row Your 

Boat 

The Wheels on the 

Bus 

 

Mother’s Day Song 

Polly Put the Kettle 

On 

Pussy Cat Pussy Cat 

Where Have You 

Been 

Hey Diddle Diddle  

London Bridge is 

Falling Down 

Five Little Ducks 

Went Swimming One 

Day 

Mary Had a Little 

Lamb 

One Two Three Four 

Five 

My Mum and Your 

Mum 

One Elephant Went 

Out to Play 

Ring a Ring o’ Roses 

There’s a Worm at 

the Bottom of the 

Garden 

Little Miss Muffet 

Oh the Grand Old 

Duke of York 

A Sailor Went to Sea 

Sea Sea 

Ten in the Bed 

Baa Baa Black 

Sheep 

Pat a Cake Pat a 

Cake 

 

 

 

 

Prime Area - Communication and Language 

The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early 
age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout 
the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new 
vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the 
opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and 
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

Minimum expectations for nursery Minimum expectations for Reception 
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● Listen to stories with increased attention 
● Understand a two part instruction  
● Recognise many rhymes, and recite six rhymes and be able to talk 

about familiar books, and be able to tell a story  
● Start a conversation with a peer or familiar adult  
● Answer a simple why question  
● Begin to use past and future tense  

 
 

● Listen carefully and understand why this is important 
● Apply new vocabulary in a range of situations 
● Use a range of questions to find out information they need or check 

they have understood what has been said to them 
● Talk about their ideas using full sentences 
● Use conjunctions when connecting ideas and more complex 

sentences 
● Discuss opinions on stories or information they have been told 
● Retell familiar stories in exact words or developing their own  
● Develop a large bank of familiar songs and rhymes (minimum 6) 

Prime Area - Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive 
development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and supportive 
relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to manage 
emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they want and 
direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, and manage 
personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts 
peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 
 
At St John’s we follow the ‘TenTen – Life to the full’ scheme of work for teaching PSHE which starts in nursery. The taught content from nursery is repeated 
in Reception allowing children to consolidate and build upon their learning.  
 
Autumn term begins with a focus on knowing that every child is special and then there is a focus on our whole school approach to emotional regulation using 
‘Zones of regulation’. This is then built on throughout the early years.  
 

Minimum expectations for nursery  Minimum expectations for reception  

● To select and use resources more independently 
● To understand and begin to verbalise their feelings and emotions such 

as happy, sad, angry or worried.   

● Express their feelings appropriately using descriptive vocabulary. 
● Show empathy towards others.   
● To be able to take turns independently, using a variety of taught 
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● To begin to take turns with adult support, if appropriate. 
● To begin to have an understanding of what our school value 

‘determination’ means and to achieve personal goals such as putting 
on shoes and coats.  

● To follow our classroom rules and begin to understand our school 
behaviour expectations ‘Ready, Respectful and Safe’  

● To begin to move away from playing alongside others, playing with 
one special friend or in a small group.  

● Understand how to keep themselves safe by using equipment safely, 
sometimes with adult support, such as scissors, step ladders and 
climbing equipment.  
 

 
 

 

strategies such as using our words, using a sand timer or asking an 
adult for support, if appropriate.  

● To be confident to try new activities and show independence, 
resilience and perseverance in the face of personal challenges such 
as successfully crossing the A-frame.  

● Explain and demonstrate our school rules ‘Ready, Respectful and 
Safe’  

● To independently attend to personal hygiene including, dressing and 
toileting.   

● Develop an understanding of how to keep themselves healthy.  
● To develop friendships with other children and familiar adults.   
● Understand how to keep themselves safe by using equipment safely, 

such as planks, crates and ladders.   

Key Stage 1 
The Personal, Social and Emotional Development in EYFS prepares our children for the next stage of their learning. When the children enter year 1 they 
continue to follow the ‘Ten Ten – Life to the full’ scheme of work for the delivery of Personal, Social, Health and Economic education. They will extend their 
knowledge on how to stay safe by looking at aspects such as road safety and the importance of tying shoes. In reception, our children will develop an 
understanding of how to keep themselves healthy. This lays the foundations for ‘healthy eating’ topics where they will recall and extend their knowledge on 
healthy foods. 
By the time our children leave reception, they will have developed a good understanding of a range of emotions and be able to articulate them. This is then 
built upon in KS1 with a deeper study into feelings and emotions, introducing new feelings and concepts such as jealousy and bullying continuing to use the 
Zones of Regulation scheme.    

Prime Area - Physical Development  

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor experiences 
develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s strength, coordination and positional 
awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and providing opportunities for play both 
indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, coordination and agility. Gross motor 
skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye 
coordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and crafts 
and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 
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Minimum expectations for Nursery  Minimum expectations for Reception 

● Independently put on their shoes and coats 
● Independently eat with fork and spoon  
● Begin to hold writing materials in a tripod grip 
● Begin writing some recognisable letters in their names  
● Confidently ride a pedal trike and balance bike 
● Build a tower with large blocks 
● Throw and catch a large ball 
● Confidently climb an A frame and walk across the plank. 
● Move with increasing confidence in a variety of ways 
● Dismount small apparatus independently, begin dismounting high apparatus 

with support. Landing with 2 feet and bent knees 
● Use a variety of tools and equipment - large tweezers, easy grip scissors, play 

dough tools 
● To be able to use the toilet, becoming increasingly more independent, relying 

less on adult support and prompting. 
● To eat a range of healthy foods, available on a daily basis.  
● Begin to understand the importance of hygiene routines, e.g. washing hands, 

brushing teeth. 
● Begin to put on wetsuits with increasing independence  

● Confidently hold pencil in tripod grip 
● Form most letters correctly with automaticity 
● Build and create using intricate construction resources 
● Throw and catch small ball 
● In PE balance and climb on a variety of apparatus 
● Dismount various high platforms, landing with 2 feet and 

bent knees 
● Use a variety of tools with accuracy - knives, scissors, clay 

tools, tweezers, pipettes  
● Construct with larger resources, such as tyres, planks and 

crates 
● Carry a full bucket water across the playground 

 

Construction 
Throughout the EYFS at St John’s we promote the 
use of various construction materials. These 
increase in difficulty the further through the phase 
the children go. However there is always a broad 
range of resources to support all children as they 
are all at different stages of development.  
 
Add vocab progression 

Duplo 
Stickle bricks 
Wooden blocks 
Magnetic tiles  
 

Lego 
Wooden blocks  
Mobilo 
Unifix  
Polydron 

Sand 
In nursery, the skill of digging starts with a 
scooping hand movement, this is then developed 
further by adding resources such as 2 handed 

Handleless cups 
Two handled cups 
One handles cups 
Scoops 

Ladles 
Serving spoons 
Scoops 
Small spoons  
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cups, then one handed cups to strengthen the 
shoulder, elbow and wrist pivot. At each stage of 
the children's journey through nursery and 
reception we add tools which develop the use of 
different muscles in the arms and hands which 
strengthen both fine and gross motor movements.  

Long handled spades 
Short handled spades 
Long handled rake 
Short handled rake  
Sieves  
Buckets  

Small bowls  
Pestle and mortar  
Sieves 
 
 

Water 
In nursery, the skill or pouring starts with light 
resources without handles. This is then built upon 
by adding plastic see through jugs to develop hand 
eye coordination of pouring. When the children are 
ready heavier resources such as metal kettles are 
added to strengthen the shoulder, elbow and wrist 
pivot. These resources also vary in the handle 
position to redistribute the weight of what is being 
poured, further strengthening targeted muscle 
groups.  

Jugs 
Teapots  
Syringes  
Turkey basters 

Metal kettles 
Metal jugs 
Metal scoops - various sizes and handle positions  
Pipettes  

Writing 
In nursery the tools used to support writing 
develop are generally larger in  

Duplo 
Stickle bricks 
Wooden blocks 
Magnetic tiles 

Lego 
Wooden blocks  
Mobilo 
Unifix  
Polydron  

EAD Tools Handleless cups 
Two handled cups 
One handles cups 
Scoops 
Long handled spades 
Short handled spades 
Long handled rake 
Short handled rake  
Sieves 
Buckets  

Ladles 
Serving spoons 
Scoops 
Small spoons  
Small bowls  
Pestle and mortar  
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Outdoor area Jugs 
Teapots  
Syringes  
Turkey basters 

Metal kettles 
Metal jugs 
Metal scoops - various sizes and handle positions  
Pipettes  

To complement Physical Development taking place within nursery and reception on a daily basis, we also provide a stand-alone PE lesson each week for 
Reception. During these lessons we use the Get Set scheme which is used by the whole school. This supports our children with their transition into KS1.  
 

Progression of fine motor skills for Nursery 
 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Movements to 
support 
handwriting 

Big shapes  
Shoulder pivot Ribbon pivot  

Elbow pivot 
 

Wrist pivot 
 

Pre writing shapes 

 

  

Pencil grip  

 

 

 

 

 

Scissor skills    
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 Progression of fine motor skills for Reception 
 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Tripod grip  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Scissor skills 

  

 

Handwriting – 
letter formation 
progression for 
Reception 

Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

See above:  
Pre writing shapes 

See above:  
Pre writing shapes 

c, o, a, g, q, d  v, w, u, y, f  r, n, m, h, p, b  k, e, s, x, z  
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Tripod grip 
Seating position  

 

Tripod grip 
Seating position 
 
Last three weeks  
 i, l, t, j  

End of year 
expectation – can 
form most letters 
correctly 

Specific Area – Literacy 

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language 
comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the 
books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the 
speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves 
transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing). 
In EYFS we understand that high level engagement is the secret to high level attainment and if we want our children to become successful writers in KS1, 
then they have got to LOVE the process. We provide fun, stimulating mark making and writing opportunities for our children.  We also understand that talk is 
vital when it comes to successful writing which is why vocabulary is one of our curriculum drivers and underpins our whole EYFS curriculum.  
 

Minimum expectations for nursery Minimum expectations for Reception 

● Children enjoy listening to and joining in with familiar stories and 
rhymes 

● Children talk about key events and characters in books  
● Children can recognise their own name and some familiar text  
● Children can handle books independently and with care, turning pages 

one at a time.  
● Children understand alliteration and can identify some words that 

begin with the same sound. 
● Children can clap the syllables in words 
● Children talk about and give meaning to the marks they have made  
● Children are able to write some letters from their name.  

● Children enjoy rereading known texts to build fluency and 
understanding  

● Children independently use phrases and vocabulary from stories 
● Children can give the phoneme for individual graphemes and at least 

10 digraphs  
● Children can blend sounds in words to read simple phrases and 

sentences  
● Children can read some common exception words   
● Children can recognise most capital letters  
● Children can use their phonic knowledge to write simple, readable 

sentences.  
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 ● Children can read their own written work  

Nursery Reading Progression 

 Autumn term – Participation and 
engagement 

Spring term –  Developing 
understanding of books and stories 

Summer term – Deepening 
understanding of books and stories 
and beginning phonics 

 

Reading focus  

Show a preference for a book or a song 

or a rhyme.  

Join in with rhymes and stories.  

Fill in missing words from well-known 

rhymes 

Engage in extended conversations about 

stories   

Hold a book, turn the pages left to right 

and indicate an understanding of 

pictures and print.  

Join in with the rhythm of well-known 

rhymes and songs.  

 

Phonics  

Notice and repeat sounds. 

Show some awareness of the way stories 

are structured.  

Interest in illustrations and print in books 

and print in the environment.  

Understand that print has meaning.  

Hold a book the right way up and turn 

pages left to right by myself.  

Describe main story settings, events and 

principal characters.  

Make suggestions about what might 

happen next in a story 

Know the names of the different parts of a 

book. 

Find the cover and title of a book 

 

Phonics  

Notice and repeat sounds 

Clapping games (syllables) 

Talk about events and characters in a 

book.  

Tell a familiar story 

Suggest how a story might end.  

Know that we read English text from left 

to right and from top to bottom.  

Identify signs and symbols in the 

environment and recall what they mean.  

Ascribe meaning to other marks, like on 

signage.  

Spot rhyming patterns  

 

Phonics  

Begin to orally blend CVC words. 

Recognise the picture cues for the 

sounds (set 1) 

End of year - Recognise some single 

letter sounds (set 1) 

Count or clap syllables in a word.  

Recognise words with the same initial 

sound, such as money and mother.  

Reception Reading Progression 

 Autumn term – Foundations of 
reading 

Spring term – Securing early decoding  Summer term – Fluency, confidence 
and comprehension  
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Reading focus  
● Develop phonological 

awareness 

● Begin to link sounds to letters 

● Start blending sounds into words 

● Listen to and talk about stories 

 

● Read simple sentences with 
understanding 

● Increase confidence and 
accuracy 

● Talk about what has been read 

● Read sentences and simple 
books accurately 

● Show understanding of what 
they read 

● Use phonics independently 
when reading 

 

RWI Phonics By end of 
Autumn 1 
- Read 16 single-
letter Set 1 sounds 
 

By end of 
Autumn 2 
 - Read all 25 Set 1 
single-letter 
sounds 
 - Blend sounds 
into words orally 
 

By end of Spring 1  
-Read all 25 Set 1 
single- letter 
sounds  
-Blend sounds to 
read words  
-Read short Ditty 
stories 

By end of Spring 
2  
-Read 31 sounds 
(Set 1 Special 
Friends)  
–Read Red 
Storybooks 

By end of 
Summer 1  
-Read 35 sounds 
(4 double 
consonants)  
-Read Green 
Storybooks 

By end of 
Summer 2  
-Read 41 sounds 
(first 6 Set 2 
sounds)  
-Read Green 
Storybooks 

Teaching focus:   
● Daily systematic synthetic 

phonics lessons with fidelity  

● Oral blending and segmenting 
before reading print  

● Introduce letter formation 
alongside sounds 

 

● Secure blending for reading  

● Introduce Special Friends and 
Fred Talk consistently  

● Daily re-reading to build fluency 

● Transition from Set 1 to early 
Set 2 sounds  

● Build reading speed, accuracy 
and confidence  

● Ensure books are closely 
matched to taught sounds 

 

Comprehension  

 
● Listen to and talk about a wide 

range of stories and rhymes 

● Answer simple who/what 
questions 

● Begin to use story language in 
talk 

● Retell familiar stories 

● Predict what might happen next 

● Answer simple why/how 
questions with support 

 

● Sequence events independently 

● Discuss characters’ feelings and 
actions 

● Make simple inferences with 
adult support 
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Vocabulary & Language 
● Explicit teaching of new 

vocabulary through high-quality 
texts 

● Adult modelling of full sentences 
and structured talk 

 

● Continued explicit vocabulary 
instruction 

● Focus on word meanings within 
context 

● Encourage children to explain 

answers verbally 

 

● Revisit and deepen taught 

vocabulary 

● Encourage children to use new 

words in discussion 

● Oral rehearsal to support 

comprehension 

 

Nursery Writing Progression 

 Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Mark making Randomly scribble on the page, 

sometimes with both hands. 

Begin to balance when sitting. 

Make connections between actions 

and the marks being made 

Control the marks on the page. 

Use a range of tools to make marks 

and show an interest in own marks 

and others marks. 

Make connections between actions 

and the marks being made. 

Ascribe meaning to marks. 
Distinguish between the different 
marks made. 
Tell an adult what own marks mean. 
Draw lines and circles in the air, on 
the floor or on large sheets of paper, 
balancing well and using whole arm 
and body. 
 
 

Identify sounds from own name in 
other words. 
Identify sounds from own name in 

other words. 

Use some print and letter knowledge 

in early writing. 

For example: writing a pretend 

shopping list that starts at the top of 

the page; write ‘m’ for mummy. 

Write some letters accurately. 

Write name 
 

Reception Writing Progression 

 Autumn term – foundations for 
writing 
  

Spring term – Emergent writing Summer term – Early sentence 
writing 
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Strong Foundations emphasis Oral language, fine motor control, 
and mark making with meaning. 

Linking sounds to letters and reducing 
cognitive load. 

Automating transcription so 
composition can develop. 

 
Adult role (Strong Foundations) Model writing frequently (shared 

writing, labelling, captions) - 
Emphasise saying the sentence 
aloud before writing - Avoid 
expectation of extended independent 
writing 

Provide sentence stems and oral 
rehearsal - Scribe where transcription 
limits composition - Prioritise 
accuracy of sounds over quantity of 
writing.  

Model sentence writing daily - 
Support children to edit through oral 
rehearsal rather than written 
correction - Ensure writing 
expectations remain developmentally 
appropriate 

 Physical Development (Writing 
Readiness) 
Develop gross motor strength 
(shoulder, core, arm) through large-
scale movement 
Build fine motor control through play 
(threading, dough, tweezers, 
construction) 
Explore a range of writing tools and 
surfaces 
Sit at a table in the proper 
handwriting position  
Hold a pencil with a tripod grip  
See handwriting overview for scissor 
skills progression  
 
Oral Composition (Before Writing) 
Use talk to organise and sequence 
ideas 
Speak in increasingly clear 
sentences 
Rehearse simple messages orally 
before mark making 

Transcription (Spelling & Handwriting) 
Hold a pencil with increasing control 
and comfort 
Form some recognisable letters using 
correct orientation 
Use taught phonemes to represent 
sounds in words 
Begin to segment simple words orally 
before writing 
 
Oral and Written Composition 
Say a simple sentence aloud before 
attempting to write it 
Write simple captions, labels or short 
messages 
Re-read own writing with adult 
support 
Writing Behaviours 
Write for real purposes (lists, labels, 
signs, messages) 
Attempt writing independently within 
play 
 

Transcription 
Write recognisable letters, most 
correctly formed 
Use phonics knowledge to spell 
words, representing most sounds 
correctly 
Begin to spell a small number of 
common exception words (e.g. the, 
to, no, go) 
 
Composition 
Orally compose and write a simple 
sentence 
Write sentences that can be read by 
themselves and others 
Sequence two or more sentences 
with support 
Re-read writing to check it makes 
sense 
 
Early Grammar and Punctuation 
Leave finger spaces between words 
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Writing and Mark Making 
Make marks with clear intent and 
meaning 
Distinguish between drawing and 
writing through adult modelling 
Begin to write own name or 
recognisable letter forms 
Understand that print carries 
meaning 
 
See PD for handwriting progression 
expectations  
 

See PD for handwriting progression 
expectations  
 
 

Use some capital letters and full 
stops in familiar contexts 
 
See PD for handwriting progression 
expectations  
 
 

Specific Area – Mathematics 

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be 
able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By 
providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for 
organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important 
that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including shape, space and 
measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a 
go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes. 
Our maths scheme overview is shown at the bottom of this document.  
 

Minimum expectations for nursery Minimum expectations for Reception 

● To count with one to one correspondence amounts up to 5 
● To recite numbers in order from 1 - 10 
● To subitise amounts up to 3 
● To identify digits 0 - 5 
● Begin to use mathematical language to compare amounts (more, less) 
● Recognise 2d shapes - circle, square, rectangle, triangle. 
● Use everyday language to talk about shapes (square, triangle, circle) 

● To count with accurate one to one correspondence to 10 
● To count up to 20 
● To subitise up to 6 identifying similar patterns and being able to 

mentally calculate an amount  
● To identify digits 1 - 10 and match to quantity  
● Use mathematical language to compare amounts ‘more than’, ‘fewer 

than’, ‘same’ 
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● Create simple pictures using shapes 
● Use sequencing language - first and next 

 
 

● Understand the relationships of one more and one less 
● To understand the composition of numbers 1 - 10 
● To have quick recall of number bonds to 5 
● To recognise number patterns of odds and evens, double and 

sharing. 
● To build with 3d shapes 
● To use mathematical language to describe length, height, weight and 

capacity (full, empty, …) 
 

Nursery Half 
Termly Objective 
Coverage 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Explore and name 

colours.  

Match items that look 

similar such as 

buttons, shoes, 

shapes and numicon.  

Sort objects using one 

simple criteria such as 

shapes, size and 

colours.  

Discuss similarities 

and differences with 

items.  

Sort natural materials 

and toys in the 

environment.  

Use informal 

language such as 

‘stripy’ ‘pointy’ when 

sorting objects. 

Recite some number 

names to 5 through 

rhymes and songs.  

Show interest in and 

join in with number 

rhymes. 

Have conversations 

about numbers.  

Subitise, recognise 

and count number 1 

and 2. 

Share play toys with a 

friend when asked I 

can create a simple 

ABABAB pattern. 

Fix a mistake in a 

pattern.  

Make movement 

patterns. 

Recite some number 

names in sequence. 

Subitise, recognise 

and count numbers 3,4 

and 5. 

Explore the 

composition of 

numbers 3,4 and 5.  

Continue joining in 

with number rhymes.  

Bring one or two 

objects to and adult 

when asked. 

Extend a simple 

ABABAB pattern. 

Experiment with own 

symbols, marks and 

numerals 

Subitise, recognise 

and count numbers to 

6. Beginning to count 

small quantities 

accurately.  

Identify the shape of 
everyday objects.  
Describe and order 
three items by height 
and length.  
Know language 
related to height, 
length and weight.  
Describe capacity 
using language of full, 
half full and empty. 

Recite some number 

names in sequence.  

Take one object away 

when asked.  

Add one more when 

asked.  

Know that the last 

number reached 

when counting objects 

is how many in total. 

Have fast recognition 

of three objects. 

Compare quantities 

using language of 

more and fewer.  

Name some 2D 

shapes.  

Use mathematical 

language to describe 

shapes 

Say one number 

name for each item in 

order to five. 

Link numerals and 

amounts.  

Show finger numbers 

up to five. 

Describe a sequence 

of events in order.  

Name the parts of the 

day.  

Identify numerals in 

the environment.  

Represent numbers 

using marks 

Reception Class  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Half Termly 
Objective 
Coverage 

Find and match 
objects which are 
the same.  
Know that objects 
can be sorted 
based on a variety 
of attributes.  
Begin to compare 
amounts.  
Begin to compare 
objects by 
size/mass/capacity  
Copy, continue and 
create my own 
repeated and 
simple pattern.  
Identify 
representations of 
1,2,3.  
Compare amounts 
of 1,2,3 saying one 
more and one less.  
Know the 
composition of 1,2,3 

Recognise circles 
and triangles and 
their properties.  
Count up to 4 and 5 
forwards and 
backwards.  
Subitise sets of up 
to 4 and 5 objects.  
Begin to use 
positional language.  
Find one more and 
one less up to 5.  
Recognise squares 
and rectangles and 
their properties  
Talk about day and 
night and order key 
events in my day 

Know that 0/zero 
represents ‘nothing 
there.’  
Compare numbers 
to 5 saying when an 
amount is more, 
fewer or the same.  
I can count to 8 and 
can count out 
4,5,6,7,8 objects. 
Explore the 
composition of 
4,5,6,7,8.  
Compare mass/ 
capacity/length 
using the 
appropriate 
language.  
Match objects to find 
pairs.  
Combine two groups 
to find how many 
altogether. 

Count to 9,10.  
I can count out 9,10 
objects from a 
larger group.  
Explore the 
composition of 9 
and 10.  
Compare numbers 
to 10.  
Recognise number 
bonds to 10.  
Know the names of 
some 3D shapes.  
Beginning to 
recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
3D shapes 

Build and identify 
numbers to 20.  
Count on and back 
beyond 10.  
Select and rotate a 
shape to fill a given 
space (giving 
reasons for my 
choices).  
Add amounts to 10.  
I can subtract 
amounts to 10.  
Automatically recall 
number bonds for 
numbers 0-5 and 
some to 10 

Know my double 
facts to 10.  
Share and group 
amounts to 10.  
Identify odd and 
even numbers.  
Copy, continue and 
create a widening 
range of repeating 
patterns and 
symmetrical 
constructions. 

Key Stage 1  
The Early Years Foundation Stage prepares children for Maths in KS1 by developing strong foundational skills through practical, play-based learning. 
Children are introduced to early number such as counting, recognising numerals, and understanding quantity, as well as exploring patterns, shapes, and 
measures in meaningful contexts. The EYFS provision and direct teaching encourages problem-solving, reasoning, and introducing mathematical language, 
helping children to explain their thinking and make connections. By building confidence and a positive attitude towards maths, EYFS ensures children are 
well-equipped to transition into the more structured and formal learning of mathematics in KS1. 

Specific Area - Understanding the World 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal 
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experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of 
society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their 
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity 
with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
Throughout the EYFS we introduce children to significant events and people from the past. We also make history meaningful to our children by helping them 
to reflect on their own and their family’s history and to notice the changes that have taken place.  
To prepare the children to be able to implement algorithms as programs on digital devices, we introduce computing resources such as beebots so they can 
get first hand experience in programming precise instructions. We recognise the importance of online safety and have regular conversations about watching 
appropriate content at home through gaming, you tube, tablets etc, also giving the children an initial understanding of information technology beyond school.  

Minimum expectations for nursery Minimum expectations for Reception 

● Shows an interest in people that are familiar to them and talk about 
what they do 

● Shows an interest in different people in the community  
● Enjoys family routines and celebrations 
● Be able to share significant experiences  
● Develop a sense of past in their own lives 
● Have a positive attitude to different people  
● Make comments and ask relevant questions about the world around 

them 
● Ask relevant questions about why and how things work/happen  
● Show care and respect for living things 
● Explore the environment using their senses 

● Talk confidently about own family and other members of the 
community 

● Talk about similarities and differences in the past and the present  
● Understand a simple map and what it is used for  
● Understand differences and similarities in people and their lives 
● Use senses to describe the world around  
● Use own knowledge, books and internet to compare and contrast the 

natural world  
● Use language to explain and discuss changes in the natural world 
● To begin to understand how to be safe online with an emphasis on 

inappropriate content 

Nursery Understanding the World Progression 

 Autumn term - All About Me and 
My World 
 
Focus: Familiar people, routines, 
and immediate environment 

Spring term - People Around Us & 
Changes 
 
Focus: Broadening awareness of 
people, experiences and change 

Summer term - The Wider World 
 
Focus: Expanding understanding, 
curiosity, and respect 

Past and Present objectives  Begin to talk about familiar people 
(family, carers) 

 Begin to talk about past experiences 
(I went to the park) 

 Develop a simple sense of past in 
their own lives 



24 
 

 

 Share simple experiences (e.g., 
birthdays, trips, home routines) 

 Show awareness of daily routines 
(what happens first/next) 

 Show developing awareness of 
“before” and “now” 

 Recall and share significant events 

 

 Talk about significant experiences 
with more detail 

 Begin to understand that things have 
happened before 

 

Adult role / key experiences:  Talking about family photos 
“What I did at the weekend” sharing time 
Role play of home routines (cooking, 
bedtime, getting ready) 

Sequencing simple events (e.g., getting 
ready for school) 
Talking about past events (holidays, 
celebrations) 
Looking at photos of earlier experiences 
 

Talking about “when I was younger” 
Sharing special memories and events 
Simple timelines (e.g., baby → now) 
 

People, Culture and Community 
objectives 

 Show interest in familiar people and 
what they do 

 Begin to notice people in their 
immediate community (e.g., 
teachers, shop workers) 

 Enjoy familiar celebrations (e.g., 
birthdays, seasonal events) 

 Show interest in different people in 
the community 

 Begin to recognise that people 
celebrate in different ways 

 Develop a positive attitude towards 
differences  

 Show awareness of different people 
and communities 

 Continue developing a positive 
attitude towards differences 

 Talk about experiences of 
celebrations and traditions 

 

Adult role / key experiences:  Visits or discussions about familiar roles 
(teacher, cleaner, cook) 
Celebrating birthdays in class 
Simple discussions about “who helps us” 

Learning about simple celebrations (e.g., 
cultural festivals) 
Role play different jobs (doctor, builder, 
shopkeeper) 
Visitors or videos showing different roles 

Exploring a range of cultural celebrations 
Comparing familiar routines with others 
Small world play representing different 
communities 
 

The Natural World objectives  Explore the environment using their 
senses 

 Begin to notice natural objects 
(leaves, sticks, rain, wind) 

 Show curiosity about what they see 

 Notice changes in the environment 
(e.g., weather, seasons) 

 Ask questions about how things 
happen 

 Begin to show care for living things 
 
 
 

 Ask questions about why and how 
things happen 

 Explore environments and talk about 
what they notice 

 Show care and respect for living 
things 

 

Adult role / key experiences:  Outdoor exploration and sensory walks 
Collecting natural objects 
Water and sand play 

Planting seeds and caring for plants 
Observing weather changes 
Looking after class plants or mini-beasts 

Exploring different environments (e.g. 
farm, canal, ocean themes) 
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 Investigating water, melting, and simple 
changes 
Caring for plants, noticing growth 
 

Reception Understanding the World Progression 

 Autumn term - All About Me and 
My World 
Focus: Familiar people, routines, 
and immediate environment 

Spring term - People Around Us & 
Changes 
Focus: Broadening awareness of 
people, experiences and change 

Summer term - The Wider World 
 
Focus: Expanding understanding, 
curiosity, and respect 

Past and Present objectives Key Learning  
● Begin to talk about their own lives 

and people around them 
● Understand that people have 

different roles in society 
● Notice simple changes over time 

(baby → now) 
 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Talk about family members and who 

is important to them 
● Describe what people do (e.g., 

teacher, doctor, shop worker) 
● Use basic time vocabulary: before, 

now, when I was a baby 
 

Key Learning  
● Recognise similarities and 

differences between past and now 
● Talk about changes within living 

memory 
● Begin to understand that things were 

different in the past 
 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Compare toys, homes, transport 

(past vs present) 
● Understand that grandparents’ 

childhoods were different 
● Use language: old, new, long ago, 

same, different 

 

Key Learning 
● Understand the past through stories 

and storytelling 
● Recognise that stories can be set in 

different times 
● Talk about characters, settings, and 

events 
 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Identify features of past settings 

(castles, old houses, transport) 
● Retell stories with awareness of time 

and setting 
● Compare story worlds with their own 

lives 
 
 

Adult role / key experiences:  Create “All About Me” timelines (baby → 
now) 
Invite visitors (e.g., nurse, police officer) 
to discuss roles 
Role-play areas (home corner, vets, 
school) 
Share photos of children as babies and 
discuss changes 
Circle time: “Who helps us?” 

Compare old and modern toys (hands-on 
exploration) 
“Then and Now” sorting activities 
Look at photographs of schools in the 
past 
Talk to grandparents/older visitors 
Build a class timeline (e.g., “when our 
parents were little”) 
Stories set in the past 

Explore traditional tales (castles, knights, 
etc.) 
Small-world play with historical settings 
Act out stories (role play/drama) 
Draw and label story settings (past vs 
present) 
Story sequencing (beginning, middle, 
end) 
Stories clearly set in the past 
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Stories about families and growing up 
Books showing familiar roles/jobs 
 

Traditional tales (introducing “long ago”) 
 

People, Culture and Community 
objectives 

Key Learning  

 Describe their immediate 
environment 

 Talk about familiar places and 
people in their community 

 Begin to use simple maps and 
positional language 

 
Core Knowledge & Skills 

 Recognise key features of their 
environment (home, school, local 
area) 

 Use observational language (near, 
far, next to, behind) 

 Begin to understand what a map is 
and what it shows 

 Talk about daily routines and familiar 
settings 

 

Key Learning 

 Know that people celebrate different 
festivals 

 Recognise similarities and 
differences between cultural and 
religious communities 

 Develop respect and curiosity about 
others 

 
Core Knowledge & Skills 

 Learn about key celebrations (e.g., 
Christmas, Diwali, Eid, Lunar New 
Year) 

 Recognise that people have different 
beliefs and traditions 

 Talk about their own experiences and 
compare with others 

 Use vocabulary: same, different, 
celebration, special 

  

Key Learning  

 Understand that people live in 
different countries 

 Explain some differences and 
similarities between life in the UK 
and elsewhere 

 Use stories and maps to support 
understanding 

 
Core Knowledge & Skills 

 Identify differences in climate, 
homes, food, and daily life 

 Locate places on simple 
maps/globes 

 Understand that not all places are 
the same 

 Begin to connect stories to real-
world locations 

 

Adult role / key experiences:  Walk around the school and local area 
(spot key features) 
Create simple classroom and playground 
maps 
Draw and label their journey to school 
Small world play (homes, roads, 
community settings) 
Discuss roles in the local community 
(shopkeeper, post worker) 
 

Celebrate and explore festivals through 
food, clothing, music 
Invite families to share traditions 
Compare how different celebrations are 
similar/different 
Use artefacts (e.g., lamps, decorations, 
clothing) 
Role-play celebrations (weddings, 
festivals, parties) 
 

Explore stories set in other countries 
Compare homes, schools, and 
environments 
Use globes and maps to locate countries 
Create “around the world” role play 
areas 
Taste foods from different countries 
Weather comparisons (UK vs other 
places) 
 

The Natural World objectives Key Learning 
● Explore the natural world around 

them 

Key Learning  
● Understand that the natural world 

changes over time 

Key Learning  
● Know similarities and differences 

between environments 
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● Make simple observations of plants 
and animals 

● Draw and talk about what they see 
 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Identify basic plants and animals in 

the school environment 
● Use senses to explore (see, touch, 

smell, hear) 
● Begin to draw simple 

representations of what they 
observe 

● Use vocabulary: plant, leaf, tree, 
animal, bug 

 

● Observe growth and change in plants 
and animals 

● Begin to understand simple 
processes 

 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Recognise signs of seasonal change 

(winter → spring) 
● Understand basic plant growth (seed 

→ plant) 
● Observe changes over time and talk 

about them 
● Use vocabulary: grow, change, seed, 

weather, season 
 

● Understand simple processes 
(seasons, weather, states of matter) 

● Use knowledge from stories and 
experiences to explain ideas 

 
Core Knowledge & Skills 
● Compare local environment with 

contrasting ones (e.g., jungle, 
desert, ocean) 

● Identify how animals and plants live 
in different habitats 

● Understand seasonal changes 
(spring → summer) 

● Explore states of matter (solid/liquid, 
melting) 

 

Adult role / key experiences:  Nature walks around the school grounds 
Collect and sort natural objects (leaves, 
sticks, stones) 
Observational drawings of plants and 
mini-beasts 
Create a class nature table 
Bug hunts and simple classification (e.g., 
wings/no wings) 
Simple non-fiction texts about plants and 
animals 
Stories featuring animals and outdoor 
settings 
 

Plant seeds and observe growth over 
time 
Keep simple growth diaries 
(drawings/photos) 
Observe weather changes and record 
daily weather 
Explore ice melting and freezing (states 
of matter) 
Learn about simple life cycles (e.g., 
caterpillar → butterfly) 
Stories about growth and life cycles 
Non-fiction texts about seasons and 
weather 
 

Compare habitats (e.g., woodland vs 
desert) 
Small world play with different 
environments 
Water play (melting ice, floating/sinking) 
Sort animals by habitat 
Create simple maps or scenes of 
different environments 
Discuss how weather differs around the 
world 
Stories set in contrasting environments 
Non-fiction texts about habitats and 
animals worldwide 
 

Key Stage 1 
History 
In KS1 we follow Plan Bee History. In Early Years, we introduce our children to some of the key substantive concepts; which they will come across 
throughout their time is KS1 and KS2, such as power, trade, civilisation and achievements and follies of mankind. The children will develop their 
chronological awareness by understanding language related to chronology, building a mental timeline of the chronological order of periods. They will develop 
awareness of general features of periods of time and know significant dates and events. The children will continue to develop their enquiry skills by 
gathering, organising and evaluating evidence, interpreting findings, analysing and making connections and drawing conclusions.  
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Geography 
In EYFS we support our children to be ready for the KS1 Plan Bee geography curriculum by guiding them to make sense of their physical world and 
community through a range of personal experiences. We take the children on walks in the local area. We visit local shops and parks to get the children out 
exploring first hand and noticing the human and physical features of the environment around them.  
 
In KS1, our children will study the United Kingdom. We lay the foundations for this by looking at maps of the world and the UK and identifying not only where 
we are but also where significant landmarks are. We prepare the children for their weather enquiry by observing and discussing changes to the weather on a 
daily basis. They will continue to develop their locational and place knowledge and geographical and fieldwork skills.  
 
Science 
Our science curriculum in KS1 and KS2 is delivered using Plan Bee. In the EYFS we use many different themes and skills to support the teaching of 
Science. We use these themes and skills to support the children to develop their understanding and give them the substantive and disciplinary knowledge 
needed to move through their learning in KS1 and beyond. 
 
Religious Education  
We use the RED Model Curriculum to teach RE from nursery all the way through to Year 6. The model curriculum is a progressive curriculum which builds 
children’s religious literacy and their knowledge and understanding as they progress through the school.  
 
Computing 
We use the Islington Computing scheme of work from nursery through to Year 6. The scheme of work is a progressive hands on curriculum which focuses on 
different areas of the IT and Computing curriculum across the year.  
 

Specific Area - Expressive Arts and Design 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities 
to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and 
participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition 
and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 
Give children an insight into new musical worlds. Invite musicians in, to play music to children and talk about it. Encourage children to listen attentively to 
music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops.  

Minimum expectations for Nursery Minimum expectations for Reception 
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● Listens with increased attention to different sounds 
● Show an interest in sound makers and instruments 
● Explores colour and texture 
● Enclose shapes to create simple representations - 

houses, faces. 
● Join in with simple pretend play scenarios 
● Create stories around small world resources 
● Builds with a purpose 

● Uses own ideas to create and build 
● Independently accesses paint and mixes secondary colours 
● Experiments with colour, texture, design and form 
● Uses tools safely 
● Uses tools and techniques independently to build, make, create 
● Uses story language to role-play 
● Builds on stories and role-play as part of a group, sharing ideas 
● Enjoys a range of music and movements 
● Remembers and recites well known rhymes and songs 
● Experiments with instruments - follow a simple beat/pattern 

Music Overviews 

Nursery 

Autumn- Getting to know music Spring- Finding the beat Summer- Exploring and expressing 

Charanga Units 
Me!  
My Stories  
 
Focus Skills 
Listening and responding  
Exploring instruments  
Joining in with songs  
 
Key Knowledge 
Music has different sounds and moods  
Instruments make different sounds  
 
Outcomes 
Joins in with action songs  
Explores instruments freely  
Responds physically to music 

Charanga Units 
Everyone!  
Our World  
 
Focus Skills 
Copying simple rhythms  
Beginning to feel a pulse  
Movement to music  
 
Key Knowledge 
Music has a beat (pulse)  
We can move or clap to it 
  
Outcomes 
Attempts to copy claps/taps  
Moves in time (inconsistently)  
Recognises fast/slow 

Charanga Units 
Big Bear Funk (adapted)  
Reflect, Rewind & Replay (exploratory)  
 
Focus Skills 
Expressive movement  
Choosing instruments for effect  
Beginning musical memory  
 
Key Knowledge 
Music can tell a story or convey a feeling  
 
Outcomes 
Chooses sounds for purpose  
Begins to remember parts of songs  
Moves expressively to music 
 

Reception 
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Autumn- Keeping the beat Spring- Rhythm and Pitch Summer- Performing and creating 

Charanga Units 
Me!  
My Stories (revisited with depth)  
 
Focus Skills 
Keeping a steady beat  
Singing as a group  
Playing instruments together  
 
Key Knowledge 
Beat is steady like a heartbeat  
 
Outcomes 
Keeps a steady beat (with support)  
Sings simple songs as a group  
Plays instruments in time 
 

Charanga Units 
Everyone!  
Our World  
 
Focus Skills 
Copying rhythm patterns  
Beginning pitch matching  
Listening and responding  
 
Key Knowledge 
Rhythm = pattern of sounds  
Pitch = high and low sounds  
 
Outcomes 
Copies simple rhythms accurately  
Matches pitch more closely  
Describes music (fast, slow, loud, quiet) 
 

Charanga Units 
Big Bear Funk  
Reflect, Rewind & Replay  
 
Focus Skills 
Performing as a group  
Creating simple compositions  
Combining singing, playing, and movement  
 
Key Knowledge 
Music can be created and performed  
 
Outcomes 
Performs songs with actions/instruments  
Creates simple rhythmic patterns  
Keeps a steady beat independently  
 

Artist Focus for each half term 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Artist 

Focus 

Alma Thomas Andy Goldsworthy Frida Kahlo Andy Warhol Wassily Kandinksy Georgia O’Keefe 

Reception Artist 
Focus 

Henry Matisse Yayoi Kusama Vincent Van Gogh Claude Monet Frida Kahlo Banksy 

Key Stage 1 
Art & Design 
In KS1 we follow Plan Bee Art & Deisgn. In Early Years, we introduce children to a range of artists and media. There are daily opportunities to experiment 
with colour, texture, design and form in the environment creative area and there are taught art & design sessions and adult supported art activities. This 
provides children with a strong foundation in art.  



31 
 

 

 
Design & Technology 
In EYFS we support our children to be ready for the KS1 Plan Bee D&T curriculum by providing wide opportunities for children to access craft activities and 
use tools to design and make their own models. The creative area displays key skills for making and adults model these in adult guided activities. Children 
are therefore well-prepared for the Plan Bee DT curriculum.  
 
Music 
We use the online Charanga scheme from nursery to Year 6 to ensure a progressive taught music curriculum for children. Alongside this, the children in the 
Early Years have daily access to an excellent range of musical instruments and both Early Years outdoor environments have a ‘performance’ area.  
 

 

 

Early Learning Goals – for the end of the Reception year - Holistic / best fit Judgement 

Communication 
and Language  

Personal, social, 
emotional 

development  

Physical 

Development  

Literacy  
 

Maths Understanding the 
World  

 

Expressive arts 

and design  

 

ELG: Listening, 
Attention and 

Understanding 
 Listen attentively 

and respond to what 
they hear with 

relevant questions, 
comments and 

actions when being 
read to and during 

whole class 
discussions and 

small group 
interactions 

 Make comments 
about what they 

ELG: Self-
Regulation 

Show an 
understanding of 
their own feelings 

and those of others, 
and begin to 
regulate their 

behaviour 
accordingly. 

 Set and work 
towards simple 

goals, being able to 
wait for what they 
want and control 
their immediate 

ELG: Gross Motor 

Skills 

Negotiate space 

and obstacles 

safely, with 

consideration for 

themselves and 

others. 

 Demonstrate 

strength, balance 

and coordination 

when playing. 

Move energetically, 

ELG: 

Comprehension 

 Demonstrate 

understanding of 

what has been read 

to them by retelling 

stories and 

narratives using 

their own words and 

recently introduced 

vocabulary. 

 Anticipate – where 

appropriate – key 

ELG: Number 

Have a deep 

understanding of 

number to 10, 

including the 

composition of each 

number; 

Subitise (recognise 

quantities without 

counting) up to 5; - 

Automatically recall 

(without reference 

to rhymes, counting 

or other aids) 

ELG: Past and 
Present 

Talk about the lives 
of the people 

around them and 
their roles in 

society. 
Know some 

similarities and 
differences between 

things in the past 
and now, drawing 

on their experiences 
and what has been 

read in class. 
Understand the past 

ELG: Creating with 
Materials 

Safely use and 
explore a variety of 
materials, tools and 

techniques, 
experimenting with 

colour, design, 
texture, form and 

function. 
Share their 
creations, 

explaining the 
process they have 

used; - Make use of 
props and materials 



32 
 

have heard and ask 
questions to clarify 
their understanding 
 Hold conversation 
when engaged in 

back-and-forth 
exchanges with 

their teacher and 
peers 

ELG: Speaking 
Participate in small 
group, class and 

one-to-one 
discussions, offering 

their own ideas, 
using recently 

introduced 
vocabulary. 

Offer explanations 
for why things might 
happen, making use 

of recently 
introduced 

vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 

 Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 

using full sentences, 
including use of 

past, present and 
future tenses and 

making use of 
conjunctions, with 

modelling and 
support from their 

teacher.  

impulses when 
appropriate. 
Give focused 

attention to what the 
teacher says, 
responding 

appropriately even 
when engaged in 
activity, and show 
an ability to follow 

instructions 
involving several 
ideas or actions. 
 ELG: Managing 

Self 
Be confident to try 
new activities and 

show 
independence, 
resilience and 

perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

Explain the reasons 
for rules, know right 
from wrong and try 

to behave 
accordingly. 

Manage their own 
basic hygiene and 
personal needs, 

including dressing, 
going to the toilet 

and understanding 
the importance of 

healthy food 
choices. 

 
ELG: Building 
Relationships 

such as running, 

jumping, dancing, 

hopping, skipping 

and climbing. 

 

ELG: Fine Motor 

Skills 

Hold a pencil 

effectively in 

preparation for 

fluent writing – 

using the tripod grip 

in almost all cases. 

Use a range of 

small tools, 

including scissors, 

paint brushes and 

cutlery. 

Begin to show 

accuracy and care 

when drawing.  

 

events in stories. 

Use and understand 

recently introduced 

vocabulary during 

discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems 

and during role-

play. 

ELG: Word 

Reading 

Say a sound for 

each letter in the 

alphabet and at 

least 10 digraphs. 

Read words 

consistent with their 

phonic knowledge 

by sound-blending. 

Read aloud simple 

sentences and 

books that are 

consistent with their 

phonic knowledge, 

including some 

common exception 

words. 

 ELG: Writing 

Write recognisable 

letters, most of 

which are correctly 

formed. 

number bonds up to 

5 (including 

subtraction facts) 

and some number 

bonds to 10, 

including double 

facts. 

ELG: Numerical 

Patterns 

Verbally count 

beyond 20, 

recognising the 

pattern of the 

counting system; - 

Compare quantities 

up to 10 in different 

contexts, 

recognising when 

one quantity is 

greater than, less 

than or the same as 

the other quantity. 

 Explore and 

represent patterns 

within numbers up 

to 10, including 

evens and odds, 

double facts and 

how quantities can 

be distributed 

equally. 

 

through settings, 
characters and 

events encountered 
in books read in 

class and 
storytelling. 

 ELG: People, 
Culture and 

Communities 
Describe their 

immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 

observation, 
discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and 

maps. 
Know some 

similarities and 
differences between 

different religious 
and cultural 

communities in this 
country, drawing on 
their experiences 

and what has been 
read in class. 
Explain some 

similarities and 
differences between 

life in this country 
and life in other 

countries, drawing 
on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction 
texts and – when 

appropriate – maps. 
ELG: The Natural 

World 

when role playing 
characters in 

narratives and 
stories. 

 ELG: Being 
Imaginative and 

Expressive 
Invent, adapt and 
recount narratives 
and stories with 
peers and their 

teacher. 
 Sing a range of 

well-known nursery 
rhymes and songs; 

Perform songs, 
rhymes, poems and 
stories with others, 

and – when 
appropriate – try to 
move in time with 

music.  
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 Work and play 
cooperatively and 

take turns with 
others. 

Form positive 
attachments to 

adults and 
friendships with 

peers;. 
Show sensitivity to 
their own and to 
others’ needs.  

 

Spell words by 

identifying sounds in 

them and 

representing the 

sounds with a letter 

or letters. 

 Write simple 

phrases and 

sentences that can 

be read by others. 

 

Explore the natural 
world around them, 

making 
observations and 

drawing pictures of 
animals and plants. 

Know some 
similarities and 

differences between 
the natural world 
around them and 

contrasting 
environments, 

drawing on their 
experiences and 

what has been read 
in class. 

Understand some 
important processes 
and changes in the 

natural world 
around them, 
including the 
seasons and 

changing states of 
matter. 
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Phonics RWI Appendix 

 

               

Nursery Phonics Sequence 

Talk-a-lot, read-a-lot nurseries 

Nursery rhymes and storytime 

•    The main focus in nursery classrooms should be reading stories and rhymes to children and developing their language. 

•    We should spend three times as much time reading stories to children as we spend teaching phonics. 
•    Plan the nursery rhymes and stories you will sing and read over and over again - use the same actions and special emphasis every time. 

•    Role play together - once the children know a story very well, put all the children into role as one character and the teacher as the 
interviewer. 

•    Use ‘ten top tips for reading stories’ and share with parents. 
  

Planning talk throughout the day 

•    Organise small group sessions throughout the day to ensure children talk as much as possible. 

•    Plan the words and talk associated with the play- this helps to make the most of the adults’ time when working alongside children. 

•    Plan to use a range of words and phrases with similar, but slightly different, shades of meaning (synonyms). 

•    Write the words on sticky notes to remind you to use the words throughout play.  
•    Teach grammar and vocabulary by building sentences orally throughout the day – about pictures, real objects, children’s paintings etc. 

•    Use TOL to build their ideas into a sentence, then repeat MTYT. 

•    Use forced alternatives to provide children with language rather than just noting down what they do say. 
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Teaching Phonics 

 Before starting to teach Set 1 sounds: 

1.    Practise using ‘pure sounds’. 
2.    Use Fred Talk to teach oral blending. 
3.    Teach children to name the pictures. 

Start teaching sounds in the term before starting YR: 

•        Teach a new sound every day for about 15 minutes. 

•        Choose a time of the day when children are at their most alert. 

•        Don’t let phonics teaching interfere in other areas of learning - avoid painting letters, finding letters in the sand. Let children enjoy the integrity of 
each experience. 

•        Start teaching children to blend in small groups once the children can read all the single letter Set 1 sounds speedily. 
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Reception Phonics Sequence

 
 

  


